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Protestant  growth  brings  change  in  Latin  America 


Harvest  time 
in  Latin  America  ^ 

Baptists  in  Latin  America  show  steady 
growth  Bars  at  right  indicate  gams  during 
the  past  decade  These  gams  were 
reported  by  Baptists  m  tour  countries  that 
relate  to  the  work  of  Southern  Baptist 
foreign  missionaries  Despite  then  potential 
for  growth.  Latm  American  Baptists  face  strong 
competition  and  recognize  the  need  for  'S 
better  disc  pie  sthe  of  new  members  ^ 


INCREASES 


Evangelical  stigma  dissolves 

•  In  June  1990.  a  Baptist  wms  election  as  Peru's 
second  wee  president  running  on  ticket  with 

a  Roman  Cathotc 

•  In  January  1991 .  the  hrst  evangencaf  president 
is  elected  n  Guatemala 

•  Roman  Catholics  begm  trying  new  methods  of 
evangelism 


IBP)  GRAPMC  By  Marty  Cron 


costals  and  Baptists. 

Spddd  writes  for  FMB. 

Minister  spends  weekdays  in  UM  law  school 
while  maintaining  pastorate  in  New  Orleans 

UNIVERSITY,  Miss.  —  At  62  with  Joe’s  brother  Bill  and  his  wife,  and  doctor  of  ministry  degrees, 
years  young,  Joe  Lovelady  just  Dot,  in  Oxford,  where  Joe  was  bom  Studying  law  has  already  provi 
completed  his  first  semester  of  law  and  raised.  On  Friday  afternoons,  ed  Lovelady  with  a  few  revel 
school  at  The  University  of  Mis-  the  couple  heads  for  Clinton  to  tions.  Having  always  believed  tl 
sissippi.  He  did  so  while  continu-  spend  the  night  with  their  son  religion  is  a  major  cohesive  el 
ing  to  pastor  the  small  East  Edge-  Rendy  and  his  family.  Betty  drives  "lent  for  the  home  and  sociei 
water  Church  in  New  Orleans  on  while  Joe  prepares  his  sermons.  Lovelady  was  intrigued  to  lea 
weekends.  While  at  Ole  Miss  in  1953,  he  “that  the  law  has  no  basis  f 

That  belief,  as  well  as  another  felt  the  call  to  preach  and  trans-  enforcing  a  moral  obligation.-’ 
that  churches  need  additional  legal  ferred  to  Mississippi  College,  Upon  learning  Lovelady  w 
assistance  because  they  are  being  where  he  played  tackle  on  the  going  to  law  school,  one  m 
sued  so  often,  cinched  Lovelady’s  football  team  and  received  a  pro-  wrote  and  asked,  "Joe,  how  c 
decision  to  pursue  a  law  degree.  Sessional  football  inquiry  from  the  you  go  from  the  highest  professi 
“When  be  told  me,  I  thought,  Chicago  Cardinals  (now  the  in  the  world  to  the  lowest?" 
We’re  62  years  old,  and  he’s  Phoenix  Cartis),  which  he  turned  Reaction  from  students  on  ca 
going  to  start  a  whole  new  life.’  I  down.  He  next  went  to  New  pus  has  been  varied.  "When  I  fi 
had  to  get  over  the  shock,  but  I’m  Orleans  Seminary,  where  —  in  came,  I  had  several  ask  about  r 
behind  him  100%,"  said  Betty,  his  addition  to  coaching  basketball  One  of  them  said,  ‘What  are  j 
wife  of  42  years.  and  football  —  he  earned  master  doing  here?]  I  said  I  just  was 

During  the  week,  the  couple  lives  of  divinity,  master  of  theology;  ready  to  die.’’ 


Sweeping  response 

Nicaraguan  worshipers  pray  at  the  altar  of  Managua's  International  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  during  a  service  led  by  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Jim 
Palmer  (left).  In  Nicaragua  and  throughout  traditionally  Catholic  Latin 
America,  Protestantism  attracts  growing  numbers  of  followers.  Some 
researchers  say  the  number  of  the  region's  Protestants  has  tripled  since 
the  late  1960s.  (BP  photo  by  Charles  Ledford) 


ATLANTA  (ABP)  —  Former  President  Jimmy  Carter  lad  hie 
wife,  Rosalyn,  have  iasaed  a  strong  endorsement  of  he  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship,  and  Carter  has  agreed  to  speak  to  the  Fellow¬ 
ship's  general  aoembty  in  May.  “Rosalyn  and  I  have  been  increas¬ 
ingly  uncomfortable  with  policies  of  the  dominant  clique  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,"  Carter  said  from  his  office  at  the 
Carter  Presidential  Center  in  Atlanta.  "However,  we  me  shB  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  who  wish  to  support  die  fine  miaeion  programs  of  which 
we  hsve  been  proad  since  childhood." 

"We  will  jast  be  two  more  loyal  Baptists  who  will  cooperate  with 
others  who  make  ihe  CBF  a  positive,  dynamic,  and  upending  force 
for  Christ.  Although  it  it  likely  that  our  own  Maraaadta  Church  in 
Plains  (Os.)  will  remain  in  the  SBC,  we  will  share  our  personal  gifts, 
time,  and  influence  with  CBF.  One  of  our  common  goals  will  be  to 
work  and  prey  for  m  s  Inmate  healing  among  presently  divided  Bap- 


At  the  Fellowship's 


Carter  will  deliver  i 

13. 


JEff=FRSON  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  —  Missouri's  new  governor.  Bap- 
bat  layman  Mel  Carnahan,  has  listed  education  and  jobs  as  Ids  top 
priorities  and  identified  hhurelf  aa  pro-choice.  Csmahan.  a  i 
of  First  Baptist  Charch  in  Rods,  Mo.,  since  1959,  hm  been  a  i 
Sunday  School  teacher,  committee  chairman,  and  choir  member, 
reported  dre  Ward  *  Wap,  the  stale's  Southern  Baptist  newsjour- 
nal.  Calling  for  “world -class  schools"  in  Mire  Dari  where  only  one  in 
fbar  high  school  students  fails  to  graduate,  Carnahan  sa 

reman  “dre  shorten!  diatance  between  where  we  are  re 

dream  to  he."  In  an  interview  with  the  Ward  *  Way,  Carnahan  said 
he  apposes  farther  reanrictions  on  abortion  in  Mimouri.  Asked  if  he 
feck  "totally  comfortable"  with  that  position  re  a  Christian  and  a 
Southern  Baptist.  Carnahan  said,  "1  certainly  do.  I  would  say  to  yon 
that  I  an  prayerfully  and  deliberately  pro-chotce  "  Of  has  faith.  Car 
nahan  ared,  "I  think  il’a  given  me  m  anchor  when  drere  are  lore  of 
.  k'a  given  ere  a  hope  dare  God  ready  dues  work  in 

wonders  to  perform  I’ve  I 

.hut  I  was  not  | 


Briefly... 


J 


Bethea  book 


A  book  it  being  written  about  Mtssissippisn  Lynda  Bethea, 
missionary  killed  in  March  1991  while  serving  in  Kenya.  If  you 
have  any  letters  from  or  pictures  of  Lynda,  you  may.wish  to  con¬ 
tact  Janice  Byrd,  314  Randy  Lee  Lane.  McKinney,  TX  73070  or 
call  (214)  $42-7319. 


Economics 


Larry  Barfcett's  new 


hook.  The  Coming  Economic  Earth¬ 
en  600.000  copies.  The  Georgia  Baptist 
r  national  debt  of  $4  trillion  ($63,000  for 
no  longer  be  supported  by  the  American 
say  Barfcett's  scenario  is  unlikely. 


Nicaragua 


Mobile.  Ala.  (BP)  —  Mabda  CeBagt  has  announced  plans  lo 
a  branch  campus  in  San  Marcos.  Nicaragua,  in  August  1993 
and  provide  a  "beachhead"  for 
ml  Michael  Msg  noli. 


May  The  Book  Remain  in  Hand 


Editor’s  Notfrook  . . i..J_ 

Taking  a  stance,  not  choosing  sides 


What  was  unwanted  in  1888,  but  of  years.  In  1839  the  Southwestern  SBC’s  annual  meeting 
needed  today?  Try  the  Woman’s  Home  Mission  Society  (Natchez)  brethren  so  desired. 
Missionary  Union.  In  1884  the  sent  its  first  missionary  to  Texas  SBC  Executive  Commi 
Foreign  Mission  Board  drafted  a  and  the  Ladies  Society  in  Colum-  ident,  Morris  Chapman,  : 
statement  that  “no  reader  of  the  bus  agreed  to  pay  half  his  salary.  need  a  “clarification”  I 
New  Testament...  can  fail  to  be  All  this  history  —  175  years  of  WMU.  He  was  saddene 
impressed  with  the  prominence  missionary  endeavor  —  empha-  decision  and  said  the  SB 
given  women  in  the  propagation  of  sizes  the  fact  that  women  will  con-  traditional  auxiliary  reli 
the  gospel.”  tinue  to  be  leaders  in  missionary  has  sefved  us  well  for  1 

Prophetic  words  indeed!  In  1888  outreach.  but  this  action  will  rai 

the  WMU  was  organized  and  Today  there  is  a  strained  rela-  concern  in  the  hearts 

became  an  auxiliary  to  the  South-  tionship  between  the  WMU  and  Southern  Baptists, 
em  Baptist  Convention.  Bear  in  SBC  leadership.  The  auxiliary  sta-  Don  Kammerdiener, 
mind  women  did  not  have  national  tus  has  been  questioned.  The  FMB  president,  said  h< 
voting  privileges  and  I  suspect  WMU  has-been  “invited”  to  time  to  study  the  WV 
their  presence  at  the  SBC  was  become  an  agency  or  board  of  the  Larry  Lewis,  HMB  pi 
questioned.  Not  all  males  in  the  Convention.  Maybe  they  still  praised  the  work  of  the  V 
Convention  were  overjoyed  over  remember  the  reluctance  of  the  then  added  a  however: 
this  WMU;  state  papers  wrote  arti-  SBC  in  1888,  or  perhaps  they  are  tion  the  wisdom  of  a 
cles  pro  and  con.  It  took  Mississip-  looking  at  the  way  the  SBC  has  agency  or  auxiliary  identi 
pians  a  year,  but  in  1889  we  had  treated  some  of  their  other  agen-  supportive  way  with  any 
“wheeled  into  line”  and  all  states  cies  and  boards.  “No  thanks,  we  ic  group  that  has  set  itse 
were  participants  by  1890.  will  remain  an  auxiliary  and  gov-  SBC  leaders  and  ag 

The  first  Lottie  Moon  offering  in  era  ourselves;  moreover,  we  will  Shades  of  1888! 

1888  was  $3,315;  the  goal  for  continue  to  support  and  pray  for  No  doubt  all  of  this 
1992  is  $88  million.  The  WMU  our  mission  boards  and  will  con-  ironed  out  in  the  future, 
has  rescued  the  Foreign  and  Home  tinue  to  work  with  any  church  in  sionary  education  and  su] 
Mission  Boards  from  indebtedness  mission  education  and  prayer  sup-  continue.  The  struggle 
several  times  since  its  inception,  port,”  in  essence  has  been  their  interesting,  will  be  of  litt 

•Once  in  1916  the  FMB  had  a  debt  response.  in  the  long  run.  The  SBC 

of  $180,000.  The  WMU  resolved  f‘The  WMU  is  at  a  crossroad,”  has  the  nght  to  ask  the 
to  wipe  out  $60,000  of  it  in  60  declared  Dellanna  O’Brien,  WMU  refrain  from  broadening 
days  and  exceeded  the  amount  in  a  executive  director.  In  a  second  diary  status  and  the  WM 
whirlwind  campaign.  breath,  the  WMU  leadership  right  to  refuse.  Let’s  mar 

Mississippi  had  women  involved  observed  that  “SBC”  meant  to  “the  times  in  which 
in  missions  while  we  were  still  a  “Southern  Baptist  Churches’  to  and  gdt  on  with  our  n 
territory  prior  to  1817.  The  Ladies  them,  and  if  necessary  they  could  which  is  what  the  WMU 
Charitable  Mission  Society  report-  change  things  to  meet  at  some  do.  O’Brien  said  the  \ 
ed  to  the  Convention  for  a  number  time  and  place  other  than  the  “taken  a  stance...  not  take 


Clarke  College  revisited 


The  grounds  are  lovely;  stately  and  a  day”  beneath  their  names, 
water  oaks,  laden  with  moss  and  “T.J.  wuz  here,”  obviously 
lichens  scattered  around  the  lower  .searching  for  an  education  and 
limbs,  still  dot  the  campus.  The  “Hambone  and  Lisa’s”  inscription 
buildings,  in  need  of  repair,  still  declares  for  future  archeologists 
speak  of  the  days  when  they  were  their  togetherness, 
used  by  a  generation  of  students.  A  One  zealous  student,  apparently 
Japanese  magnolia  is  set  to  overwhelmed  with  the  baitf  on  die 
explode  into  bloom  and  the  shrubs  Avon,  scratched  “Shakespeare”  as 
soaked  up  the  rain  and  bided  their  his  contribution, 
days  ’til  spring.  In  the  lobby  the  steel  gray  eyes 

In  the  administration  building  of  founder  N.L.  Clarke  took  in  all 
the  trophy  case  was  still  full.  The  the  proceedings  from  a  dusty  por- 
empty  business  office,  the  offices  trait, 
first  Democrat  since  Jimmy  Carter  0f  academic  dean,  alumni  affairs,  Across  the  way  a  bronzed  Moses 
to  serve  as  president.  Carter,  who  admissions,  and  financial  aid  bore  holding  the  Ten  Commandments, 
attended  the  ceremony  with  his  testimony  to.  the  time  of  heavy  sat  on  a  shelf  of  the  library,  sur- 
wife,  Rosalyn,  also  is  a  Southern  activity.  rounded  by  commentaries  and 

Baptist.  Harry  Truman  was  a  At  every  turn  I  was  reminded  of  encyclopedia.  Thousands  of  stu- 
Southern  Baptist,  too.  The  only  the  spiritual  impact  Clarke  College  dents  had  clawed  their  ways 
other  president  identified  as  a  Bap-  had  made  on  our  state.  The  faded  through  these  books,  studied  and 
tist  was  Warren  Harding,  who  was  glory  had  reluctantly  departed  but  courted  —  not  necessarily  in  that 
not  Southern  Baptist.  posters,  bulletin  boards,  and  order  —  as  they  received  an  edu- 

The  new  vice  president,  A1  Gore,  school  announcements  remained  cation  and  gave  life  to  the  school, 
also  is  a  Southern  Baptist.  He  and  with  their  messages.  The  book  Now  the  spirit  of  Clarke  re- 
his  family  are  members  of  Mount  store’s  plywood  announcement  mains,  but  the  life  is  gone.  Even 


Southern  Baptist  Clinton  calls 
for  sacrifice  at  inauguration 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Church  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

William  Jefferson  Clinton,  taking  “It  will  not  be  easy.  It  will 
office  as  the  42nd  president  of  the  require  sacrifice,  but  it  can  be  done 
United  States  and  the  third  South-  and  done  fairly,  not  choosing  sac- 
ern  Baptist  to  govern  from  the  rifice  for  its  own  sake  but  for  our 
White  House,  pronounced  the  sake." 

beginning  of  a  “new  season  of  While  the  new  president  called 
American  renewal”  which  would  for  Americans  to  embrace  change, 
require  sacrifice  from  the  coun-  evangelist  Billy  Graham  requested 
try’s  citizens.  in  an  inaugural  prayer  a  change  of 

The  “urgent  question  of  our  time  heart  produced  by  God. 
is  whether  we  can  make  change  Americans  “cannot  say  that  we 
our  friend  and  not  our  enemy,”  are  a  righteous  people,  for  we  are 
Clinton  said  in  his  Jan.  20  inaugur-  not,”  Graham  said  in  his  invoca-  ton,  Va. 
al  speech.  The  economy,  crime,  tion  at  the  ceremony.  “We  have  Clinton  and  Gore  s  suppor 
and  the  plight  of  children  indicate  sinned  against  you.  We  have  sown  abortion  and  homosexual  ri 
“we  have  not  made  change  our  to  the  wind  and  are  now  reaping  a  has  brought  clear  opposition  I 
friend,"  Clinton  said.  whirlwind  of  crime,  drug  abuse,  many  of  their  fellow  church  nr 

“We  know  we  have  to  face  hard  racism,  immorality,  and  social  bers  in  the  country  s  largest  i 
truths  and  take  strong  steps,  but  we  injustice.  We  need  to  repent  of  our  Catholic  denomination.  At  lea: 
have  not  done  so,"  the  former  gov-  sins  and  turn  by  faith  to  you.’  state  Southern  Baptists  con 

emor  of  Arkansas  said.  “Instead,  Graham,  like  Clinton,  is  a  mem-  tions  passed  resolutions  in 
we  have  drifted.  ber  of  a  Southern  Baptist  church,  meetings  expressing  disagree) 

“There  is  nothing  wrong  with  First  Church  in  Dallas.  with  their  positions. 

America  that  cannot  be  cured  by  Clinton,  who  first  joined  a  While  largely  avoiding  dij 
what  is  right  with  America,”  said  Southern  Baptist  church  as  a  child  si  on  of  precise  policies,  Clint 
Clinton,  a  member  of  Immanuel  in  Hot  Springs,  Aik.,  became  the  (See  CUHTON  on  page  1( 


On  one  occasion  someone  asked  CJi.  Spurgeon  if  he  thought  those 
who  had  never  heard  the  gospel  would  be  lost  anyway.  Spurgeon 
replied.  “ For  me.  the  question  is  not.  'Are  the  heathen  lost  without  the 
gospel?’  Rather.  Am  I  saved  if  I  have  the  gospel  and  fail  to  share  it 
with  others?’” 
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O’Brien 


reassures 
FMB  missionaries 


THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


ROCKVILLE,  Va.  (BP)  —  The  sionary  Learning  Center  in  V 

relationship  between  Woman’s  Rockville,  Va.  " 

Missionary  Union  and  the  Foreign  “You  are  still  the  reason  we  exist 
Mission  Board’s  missionaries  has  and  we  have  recommitted  our- 

not  changed,  WMU  Executive  selves  to  be  better  supporters  of  Thu”day’  January  1993 
Director  Dellanna  O’Brien  assured  yours,”  she  commented  before 
missionaries  Jan.  17.  moving  into  a  message  on  needs  in 

“What  we  want  you  to  know  is  America  and  the  world  and  how 
that  WMU  loves  you  and  will  pray  Christians  are  called  to  meet  them, 
for  you  and  support  you.  And  that  O’Brien’s  assurance  came  a  few 
message  comes  loud  and  clear  days  after  the  WMU  executive 
today  just  as  it  did  almost  105  board  made  decisions  which,  she 
years  ago”  when  WMU  began,  has  said,  should  allow  the  organi- 
O’Brien  told  furloughing  mission-  zation  to  be  the  one  entity  that  can 
aries  during  a  worship  service  at  relate  to  all  Southern  Baptists 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  Mis-  interested  in  missions. 
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to  decide  Clarke  College  fate 


ncult  Properties  were  turned  over  mittee,  the  convention  board,  and 
to  the  convention  board  with  the  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven- 
convention  voting  last  November  tion. 

for  the  Executive  Committee  to  Executive  Committee  members 
name  the  committee  which  will  noted  that  the  committee  is  not 
suggest  what  to  do  with  the  prop-  being  formed  to  consider  re-open- 
erty-  ing  Clarke  College.  “That  was 

Executive  Committee  chairman  decided  at  the  convention,”  said 
Jim  Futral  of  Jackson  said  there  one.  Another  consideration  would 
were  to  be  no  time  restraints  on  the  be  that  any  use  of  the  property  had 
committee.  Any  proposals  for  to  be  self-supporting.  And  Execu- 
property  lease  or  sale  must  be  tive  Committee  members  wanted  it 
approved  by  the  Executive  Com-  known  that  they  had  sought  com¬ 
mittee  members  “with  unpreju¬ 
diced  views.” 

Executive  Director  Bill  Causey 
said  the  committee  will  need  to 
consider  both  the  spiritual  impact 
and  the  economic  impact  on  any 
decision.  Said  Causey,  “This  com¬ 
mittee  might  conceive  an  idea  that 
God  has  wanted  done  for  some 
time.” 

Cost  of  upkeep  of  the  Clarke 
property  is  approximately  $50,000 
per  year,  not  counting  some 
income  from  housing  rental  and 
floor  space  leased  to  the  adjacent 
La-Z-Boy  Company. 

Executive  Committee  members 
worked  for  an  inclusive  committee 
with  both  men  and  women,  lay¬ 
men  and  ministers,  and  with  local 
and  statewide  representation. 

The  committee  consists  of  Larry 
(See  CLARKE  on  page  10) 


MC  football  program  hit 
with  probation  by  NCAA 


Clarke,  in  Newton,  closed  its 
doors  last  spring  after  Mississippi 
College  trustees,  who  operated  the 
junior  college,  decided  that  declin- 
The  college  is  limited  to  30  “*8  finances,  declining  enrollment, 
scholarships  during  the  probation  and  loss  of  accreditation  made 
sissijppi^  Baptist  Convention,  has  period.  The  coach  who  headed  the  continuation  of  the  school  too  dif- 

athletic  program  during  the  period  jMWBflHiMH&SESRi 


By  Don  McGregor 

CLINTON,  Miss.  (ABP)  —  legal. 

Mississippi  College,  the  largest 
educational  institution  of  the  Mis- 

had  its  football  program  placed  on 
probation  by  the  National  Colle¬ 
giate  Athletic  Association. 

The  college  was  the  1989  nation¬ 
al  football  champion  in  the 
NCAA’s  Division  II. 

The  probation  covers  a  four-year 
span,  bans  the  school  from  live 
television  coverage  of  its  games  in 
1993,  and  reduces  the  number  of 
football  scholarships  that  would  be 
available.  It  also  strips  the  school 
of  its  national  championship. 

The  NCAA  reported  that  during  staff,  we  do  not  intend  for  this  to 
the  1989-90  academic  year  there  happen  again.  We  are  embar- 
were  grants  in  aid  to  98  student  rassed,  we  are  hurt,  we  admit  our 
athletes  totalling  $258,606.  The  guilt,  we  reported  our  guilt,  and 
limit  for  Division  n  schools  is  40.  we  press  on.” 

Mississippi  College  admits  guilt  Mississippi  College  has  about 
and  says  that  it  reported  the  viola-  4,200  students  enrolled  in  all  of  its 
tions  to  the  NCAA.  College  offi-  programs, 
cials,  however,  point  out  that  some  McGregor  is  editor  emeritus, 
of  those  scholarships  were  less  Mississippi  BAPTIST  REC- 
than  full  scholarships,  which  is  ORD. 


Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con 
vention  Board  prepare  to  leave  the  Clarke  campus  after  appointing  a  com 
mittee  to  determine  disposition  of  Clarke  property.  The  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  also  authorized  funds  for  re-roofing  the  president’s  home  at  Clarke 


Land  decries  Clinton’s  abortion  acts 


By  Richard  D.  Land 

Today  is  a  sad  day  for  America  will  of  the  pro-life  movement  and 
and  a  horrifying  day  for  unborn  fly  in  the  face  of  a  humane  Ameri- 
children.  The  new  president  has  ca. 

taken  actions,  in  his  very  first  “it  will  not  work.  We  are  more 
week,  which  will  further  devalue  ’resolved  than  ever  that  unborn 
human  life  and  which  will  result  in  human  life  is  sacred  and  must  be 
the  deaths  of  untold  millions  at  the  accorded  equal  protection  under 
hands  of  abortionists.  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  our 

As  if  to  add  insult  to  injury,  land.  We  will  not  retreat  from  our 
President  Clinton  takes  these  conviction  that  a  nation  which 
actions  on  the  20th  anniversary  of  allows  the  slaughter  of  the  most 
the  Supreme  Court  s  Roe  v.  Wade  defenseless  human  beings  of  our 
decision.  These  are  truly  cruel  and  society  is  a  nation  which  will  reap 
spiteful  acts  meant  to  break  the  a  whirlwind  of  cheaDened  and 


of  the  (M 
d  to  in  the 


imssippi  College  Board  of) 
*CAAf  report  waa  fiat  reported 
the  part  year,  NCAA  offic ials 
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candidate 


1 


\  • 


M»Ul 


■it  »  iL  MI//J 

PAGE  4  BAPTIST  RECORD  Thursday,  JaflUMT  28. 1293 


Trotter  honored  with  organ 

An  anonymous  supporter  has  donated  a  new  Allen  digital  organ  to  the 
Department  of  Music  at  Mississippi  College  in  honor  of  Billy  Ruel  Trotter, 
assistant  professor  of  music  (above,  seated,  with  Richard  Joiner,  also  of 
the  MC  Department  of  Music).  Trotter,  a  member  of  MC’s  music  faculty 
for  27  years,  has  specialized  in  preparing  students  for  organ  performance 
and  ministry.  He  teaches  applied  organ,  theory,  and  service  p  aying,  is  the 
accompanist  for  the  Concert  Singers,  and  is  organist  at  Northminster 
Church,  Jackson.  The  gift  organ  can  record  internally  and  features  a  head¬ 
phone  system  which  enables  students  to  practice  without  disturbing  oth¬ 
ers.  It  is  housed  in  the  Aven  Fine  Arts  Building  on  campus. 

Budget  planners  tout 
CP’s  accomplishments 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  While 
making  their  cases  for  allocations 
of  Cooperative  Program  funds  for 
next  year,  leaders  of  Southern 
Baptist  agencies  and  institutions 
did  a  little  bragging. 

During  presentations  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  budget  subcommittee 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  the 
leaders  highlighted  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  the  past  year  made  pos¬ 
sible  by  gifts  to  the  unified  bud¬ 
get  plan. 

Here  are  some  of  the  accom¬ 
plishments  highlighted: 

—  The  Foreign  Mission  Board 

Business  officers 
schedule  March 
meeting  in  Texas 

The  Southern  Baptist  Business 
Officers  Conference  is  scheduled 
for  March  15-17  at  the  offices  of 
the  Annuity  Board  in  Dallas. 

Theme  of  the  conference  will  be 
“Diversity  in  Unity,  Many  Meth¬ 
ods  -  One  Purpose.” 

Plenary  sessions  will  be  led  by 
Dellanpa  O’Brien,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Union, 
Birmingham,  Ala.;  and  Fred 
Roach,  president,  Leadership  Cen¬ 
ter,  Dallas. 

Officers  of  agencies,  institutions, 
sod  churches  are  invited  to  attend. 
Reservation  deadline  is  Feb.  19. 
For  more  information,  contact 
Vickie  Wilson  at  the  Annuity 
Board,  P.O.  Box  2190.  Dallas,  TX 
75221-2190A 


operates  with  only  about  12%  of 
its  gifts  used  for  administration. 

—  Southern  Baptist  representa¬ 
tives  now  work  in  25  of  31 
provinces  in  mainland  China,  a 
nation  generally  considered 
closed  to  traditional  missionary 
endeavors. 

—  Baptist  bodies  overseas 
affiliated  with  the  FMB  recorded 
251,000  baptisms  last  year, 
exceeding  the  previous  record  of 
233,000  baptisms. 

—  Baptists  overseas  affiliated 
with  the  FMB  started  1,605  new 
churches  last  year. 

—  Expansion  of  the  broadcast 
markets  available  to  the  Radio 
and  Television  Commission 
brought  response  from  previously 
unresponsive  territories.  In  the 
heavily  MoYmon  state  of  Utah, 
RTVC  programs  drew  seven  calls 
for  spiritual  assistance  in  the  last 
two  months  of  1992,  whereas  no 
calls  from  Utah  had  been 
received  before. 

—  Two  one-hour  inspirational 
programs  were  produced  by  the 
RTVC  to  air  on  national  TV  net¬ 
works. 

—  Personnel  supported  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board  led  44,030 
people  to  profess  faith  in  Jesus 
Chnst  last  year. 

—  Retired  ministers  living  on 
poverty-level  incomes  received 
relief  assistance  totalling 
$726,312  from  the  Annuity 
Board.  An  average  recipient  is  77 
yean  old  with  monthly  income  of 
$577  and  monthly  expenses  of 
$686. 
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Lean  giving  &  SBC  changes 
fuel  budget  hearing  scrutiny 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  de¬ 
creasing  revenues  available 
through  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention’s  Cooperative  Program  — 
combined  with  advances  in  alter¬ 
native  funding  plans  —  colored 
discussions  about  future  SBC  bud¬ 
gets  Jan.  20-21. 

Members  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee’s  program  and  budget 
subcommittee  wrestled  for  two 
days  with  the  difficult  question  of 
how  to  reduce  1993-94  CP  alloca¬ 
tions  by  1.4%. 

They  also  gathered  inform atioir 
about  how  much  money  the  SBC’s 
agencies,  institutions,  and  commis¬ 
sions  are  receiving  from  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Baptist  Fellowship  or  are 
giving  to  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union. 

The  CBF,  a  group  of  moderate 
Baptists  displeased  with  conven¬ 
tion  leadership,  has  established  an 
alternative  giving  mechanism  that 
passes  some  money  on  to  SBC 
entities  while  bypassing  the  CP 
structure. 

WMU  recently  voted  to  expand 
its  traditional  support  of  the  SBC 
Home  and  Foreign  Mission  Boards 
to  include  the  CBF  and  other  evan¬ 
gelical  groups.  That  decision  was 
not  well  received  among  the 
SBC’s  conservative  leaders,  who 
believe  the  CBF  is  becoming  an 
independent  denomination  that 
will  drain  resources  from  the  SBC. 

During  presentations  to  the  sub¬ 
committee  in  Nashville,  heads  of 
SBC  agencie^,  institutions,  and 
commissions  often  took  pains  to 
demonstrate  their  support  for  the 
traditional  QP  plan.  Some  also 
were  careful  to  distance  them¬ 


selves  from  the  CBF,  even  though 
their  organizations  have  received 
contributions  through  the  Fellow¬ 
ship. 

Each  leader  had  been  asked  in 
advance  to  provide  an  accounting 
of  how  much  CBF  money  their 
organization  had  received  in  the 
previous  year.  The  18  entities  said 
they  received  a  total  of  $3.13  mil¬ 
lion  from  the  CBF  in  1991-92. 

The  largest  portion  of  that 
money  went  to  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board:  $1.76  million.  Some 
subcommittee  members  ques¬ 
tioned  whether  the  CP  allocation 
to  the  FMB  ought  to  be  adjusted 
downward  to  compensate  for  its 
extra  revenue  from  die  CBF. 

However,  a  consensus  developed 
that  predicting  future  CBF  contri¬ 
butions  to  SBC  entities  would  be 
impossible.  Some  also  expressed 
concern  that  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee’s  process  not  be  driven  by 
responding  to  the  Fellowship’s 
actions. 

Faced  with  a  mandatory  CP  bud¬ 
get  reduction,  some  subcommittee 
members  wanted  to  know  if  FMB 
and  Home  Mission  Board  leaders 
still  had  confidence  in  WMU  to 
raise  money  on  their  behalf 
through  the  two  annual  missions 
offerings.  WMU  traditionally  has 
raised  large  portions  of  the  FMB’s 
and  HMB’s  annual  budgets 
through  the  Lottie  Moon  Christ¬ 
mas  Offering  for  Foreign  Missions 
and  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  for  Home  Missions. 

Subcommittee  members  also 
questioned  the  budgeting  of  mis¬ 
sion  board  funds  to  WMU  for 
offering  promotion  and  other  needs. 


Denominational  politics  aside, 
the  subcommittee  heard  repeated 
reports  of  how  declining  offerings 
are  severely  hampering  some 
agencies,  institutions,  and  commis¬ 
sions. 

Two  other  common  factors  cited 
in  .reports  are  drastically  increasing 
medical  insurance  costs  and 
decreased  earnings  on  investments 
due  to  lower  interest  rates. 

For  example,  the  cost  of  provid¬ 
ing  medical  insurance  for  HMB 
staff  and  missionaries  will  increase 
nearly  $1  million  next  ^ear  but  the 
proposed  CP  budget  will  give  the 
HMB  a  decrease  rather  than  an 
increase. 

Several  entities  reported  they  are 
at  the  point  of  having  to  lay  off 
personnel  or  eliminate  programs  if 
further  budget  reductions  are 
required. 

For  example,  the  written  report 
of  Southern  Seminary  said  1992- 
93  expenditures  already  have  been 
reduced  $485,000  and  “further 
reductions  in  internal  expenditures 
are  now  impossible  without 
employee  layoffs.”  . 

Subcommittee  members  repeat¬ 
edly  asked  agency  and  institution 
heads  whether  they  could  draw 
down  operating  reserves  to  supple¬ 
ment  their  budgets.  However,  sev¬ 
eral  reported  they  could  not  draw 
on  reserves  any  more  without 
imperiling  their  necessary  safety 
cushion. 

Another  common  theme  was  the 
need  to  walk  through  newly 
opened  doors  of  opportunity  at  a 
time  when  the  doors  to  additional 
financial  resources  appear  to  be 
slamming  shut. 


SBC  agencies  reaffirm  home 
schooling,  Christian  schools 


/  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  agencies 
affirmed  Christian  schools  and 
home  schooling  and  will  develop 
materials  and  provide  support  for 
them,  according  to  a  plan  adopted 
by  the  Inter-Agency  Council  Jan. 
20  in  Nashville. 

All  heads  of  the  20  SBC  institu¬ 
tions,  agencies,  boards,  and  com¬ 
missions  —  the  IAC  —  approved 
the  special  report  of  the  IAC’s 
coordinating  committee.  The 
report  listed  three  general  princi¬ 
ples  of  support  and  seven  specific 
actions. 

Both  the  chairman  of  the  IAC, 
William  O.  Crews,  president  of 
Golden  Gate,  Mill  Valley,  Calif., 
and  the  chairman  of  the  coordinat¬ 
ing  committee,  Richard  T. 
McCartney,  executive  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Radio  and  Television 
Commission,  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
in  statements  to  Baptist  Press  were 
quick  to  point  out  the  action 
should  not  be  interpreted  as  critical 
of  public  education. 

Christian  schools  sponsored  by 
Southern  Baptist  churches  in¬ 
creased  from'  345  in  1976  to  a 
reported  580  in  1986,  although  that 


included  more  than  100  weekday 
early  education  programs  (mothers- 
day-out,  day  care).  Officials  said 
the  actual  number  of  elementary 
and  secondary  Christian  schools  in 
1992  was  about  425  to  460,  with  an 
enrollment  of  about  105,000  stu¬ 
dents.  The  schools  spent  approxi¬ 
mately  $7.5  million  in  1991-92  for 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board  Has 
issued  a  plea  for  Southern  Baptists 
to  join  with  other  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  Christian  groups  in  .a  apddal 
prayer  emphasis  for.  Muslims 
around  the  world.  Called  “30  Days 
of  Prayer  for  the  Muslim  World,” 
the  emphasis  is  scheduled  Feb.  20 
through  March  23. 

“We  ask  that  (Southern  Baptists) 
be  a  part  of  this  emphasis  person¬ 
ally  and  corporately,  said  Minette 
Drum  wright,  director  of  the 
FMB’s  International  Prayer  Strate¬ 
gy  Office.  “We  pray  that  this  will 
be  a  time  of  drawing  close  to  the 
Father  and  to  one  another  on 
behalf  of  a  billion  people  loot  and 


Home  schooling  in  America  has 
grown  from  about  15,000  students 
in  the  1970s  to  more  than  260,000 
in  1988.  Release  time  Christian 
education  is  an  arrangement  in 
which  local  public  school  students, 
with  their  parents’  consent,  leave 
the  school  grounds  to  attend  reli¬ 
gious  classes  taught  by  teachers 
representing  sponsoring  churches. 


hopeless  without  Christ.” 

The  1  billion  adherents  to  the 
Muslim  faith  equals  about  one- 
fifth  of  the-  world’s  people, 
DrumwrighL  noted.  Along  with 
exdrtiilg  political  control  in  many 
countries,  Muslim  influence  is 
growing  in  areas  traditionally  con¬ 
sidered  Christian,  such  as  the  U.S. 
and  Europe,  she  said. 

Printed  materials  are  available  to 
churches  and  groups  wanting  to 
participate  in  the  prayer  emphasis. 
Interested  churches  or  individuals 
can  obtain  them  by  contacting 
rtaHw  and  Indy  Whitten  at  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205; 
phone  (601)  968-3800. 


curriculum  materials.  •  - 
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Home  missions  personnel 
decreases  slightly  in  1992 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  number  years  increased  by  157.  The  num-  unteers  serving  two  years 
of  Southern  Baptist  home  missions  ber  of  missionary  apprentices  also  increased  because  of  better  recruit- 
personnel  remains  ahead  of  sched-  dropped  from  147  in  1991  to  117  ing  and  response  to  a  call  for  mis- 
ule  for  meeting  the  Bold  Mission  in  1992.  sions  volunteers,  said  Bob  Mills, 

Thrust  goal  of  5,000  by  the  year  The  decrease  in  mission  pastors  director  of  the  Mission  Service 
2000  despite  a  slight  decrease  in  resulted  from  the  maturity  of  many  Corps  program. 

1992.  mission  churches,  said  David  State  convention  volunteer  con- 

Missions  personnel  numbered  Bunch,  assistant  vice  president  for  sultants  are  “getting  the  message 
4,868  by  the  end  of  1992,  down  extension.  As  those  mission  out  that  there  are  opportunities  for 
1%  compared  to  4,922  at  the  end  churches  mature,  the  board  moves  folks  to  get  involved  and  people 
of  1991.  from  directly  funding  mission  pas-  are  responding  to  that,”^Mills  said. 

Bold  Mission  Thrust’s  goal  tors  to  assisting  the  churches  to  Short  and  long-term  volun- 
called  for  4,172  missions  person-  assume  that  responsibility,  Bunch  teerism  through  the  Home  Mission 
nel  by  the  end  of  1992  in  order  to  said.  Board  increased  during  1992  by 

reach  the  goal  of  5,000  by  the  year  The  number  of  missionaries,  slightly  more  than  3%,  according 
2000.  missionary  associates,  US-2  vol-  to  preliminary  figures  from  the 

The  number  of  mission  pastors  unteers,  field  personnel  assistants,  board’s  volunteer  division, 
decreased  by  173,  while  the  num-  and  state  staf^stayed  relatively  In  1992,  the  total  number  of 
ber  of  Mission  Service  Corps  vol-  unchanged.  Meanwhile,  the  num-  MSC  volunteers  increased  by  183 
unteers  who  serve  more  than  two  ber  of  Mission  Service  Corps  vol-  from  1,428  in  1991  to  1,611. 

Home  missions  personnel  totals  1/19/92 


The  1 5,000  Campaign 

A  plan  to  help  make  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
goal  of  50,000  congregations  by  A.D.  2000 


Missionaries 
Missionary  Associates 
Apprentices 
US-2s 

Mission  Pastors 

Field  Personnel  Assistance 

State  Staff 

Mission  Service  Corps 


Source:  Home  Mission  Board 


give  them  next  year.  —  More  assistance  for  the  70% 

In  presentations  to  the  program  of  SBC  churches  plateaued  or 
and  budget  subcommittee  of  the  declining  in  membership. 

SBC  Executive  Committee  Jan.  20-  —  Salary  increases  for  personnel 

21,  leaders  of  18  SBC  entities  of  some  SBC  agencies  and  institu- 
requested  budget  increases  ranging  tions  who  have  not  received  signifi- 
from  1  %  to  57%.  The  increases  are  cant  increases  in  three  to  sik  years, 
necessary  to  meet  basic  ministries  —  Maintenance  of  existing  pro- 
and  respond  to  new  opportunities  grams  in  various  agencies  and  insti- 
woridwide,  they  said.  tutions  where  budgets  have  been 

Here’s  a  sample  of  what  the  lead-  stretched  to  the  limit  by  continuing 
ers  said  they  want  to  accomplish  increases  in  medical  insurance  for 
but  need  additional  gifts  from  employees. 

Southern  Baptists  to  do:  —  Development  of  new  coedu- 

—  A  major  initiative  to  share  the  cational  missions  materials  to  meet  _  _ 

gospel  among  the  Islamic  peoples  changing  needs  of  church  programs  nutted  churchgoers,  according  to 
of  the  world.  for  children  and  youth. 

—  Increased  efforts  to  respond  to  —  Addition  of  a  staff  person  to 
ministry  opportunities  in  the  newly  direct  marriage  and  family  initia- 
opened  countries  of  Central  Asia  fives  through  the  SBC  Christian 
and  Eastern  Europe  through  per-  Life  Commission. 


Boomers  returning  to  church, 
but  not  committed,  study  finds 

By  Mark  Wingfield 

SANTA  BARBARA,  Calif,  tween  1946  and  1964  —  into  three  one,  he  found 
(ABP)  —  Baby  boomers  may  be  religious  subcultures:  loyalists,  “Returnees  feel  free  to  pick 
returning  to  church,  but  only  a  returnees,  and  dropouts.  choose  from  a  variety  of  relij 

minority  have  become  loyal,  com-  Loyalists  were  social  conserva-  traditions,’’  he  wrote.  “They  < 
‘  _  i  fives  in  the  1960s,  had  better  rela-  fashion  a  set  of  beliefs  and  j 

die  author  of  a  new  study  on  baby  tions  with  their  parents  growing  up,  tices  that  is  meaningful  to  then 
boomers’  spirituality.  and  never  identified  with  the  coun-  does  not  conform  to  any  relig 

Wade  Clark  Roof,  professor  of  terculture  of  the  1960s  and  ’70s.  authority.  And  although 
religion  and  society  at  the  Universi-  Returnees  are  middle-of-the-road  dropouts  are  atheists,  they 
ty  of  California  at  Santa  Barbara,  is  types.  Roof  explained,  who  are  even  further  afield  than  retur 
author  of  a  forthcoming  book,  A  “neither  rigid  traditionalists  nor  for  meaningful  religious  belief. 
Generation  o f  Seekers:  The  Spin-  ranting  radicals.”  One  thing  that  transcend: 

tual  Journeys  of  the  Baby  Boom  Dropouts  were  likely  to  have  three  groups  of  boomers  is  a 

garr-v- -rag  gsggsig 

jS^^2Tdtari^99?W  bou&  it  ijm  stttes about  there  gious  institutions,  like  other  institu  Other  findings  Roofrepoi* 

mer  Youth  Celebrations,  die  man-  with  alcohol;  27%,  dra^lnd  58%,  moral  attitudes,  family  life,  and  tions,  seemed  to  the  dropout  die  American  Demographics  a 
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Prayer  for  Cuba 

Editor. 

It  was  a  thrill  to  see  news  of 
Cuba  on  the  front  page  of  the  Rec¬ 
ord.  As  a  Southern  Baptist  pastor 
of  more  than  21  years,  and  now  an 
evangelist  to  Central  America  and 
Cuba,  I  relate  well  to  the  printed 
story. 

I  have  just  returned  from  Cuba 
from  two  weeks  of  very  fruitful 
work  with  pastors  and  leaders  of 
the  Western  Baptist  Convention 
(who  are  and  have  been  associated 
with  Southern  Baptists  for  many 
years).  The  response  to  the  gospel 
is  just  as  the  article  stated. 

A  pastor  in  Havana  and  1  are 
working  together  on  a  program  we 
call  “sister  churches.”  We  desire  to 
pair  the  1 15  churches  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Convention  with  Southern 
Baptist  churches  in  the  States. 

We  ask  three  things  from 
churches  here:  Pray  for  your  sister 
church  on  a  regular  basis;  commu¬ 
nicate  with  your  sister  church  by 
mail,  and  when  possible,  send  your 
pastor  or  a  representative  to  visit 
the  Cuban  church;  assist  your  sis¬ 
ter  church  by  sending  needed  sup¬ 
plies.  At  the  present  time  you  can¬ 
not  send  U.S.  money,  but  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  send  literature  and  sup¬ 
plies. 

God  is  at  work  in  Cuba.  I  see  the 
evidence.  I  pray  that  as  Southern 
Baptists  we  can  get  in  on  what  he 
is  doing. 

For  more  information,  call  or 
write: 

Rod  Smith 

Hope  lntemat’1  Ministries 
P.O.  Box  1055 
Laurel,  MS  39441 
(601)428-4215 

Know  little  of  SBC 

Editor: 

Reading  Louie  Odom’s  letter  in 
the  Baptist  Record  (Jan.  14),  in 
answer  to  a  guest  opinion  by 
Levon  Moore  (Dec.  31),  illustrated 
once  again  how  very  little  many 
Southern  Baptists  know  about 
.  their  alliance  which  is  called  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

It  is  actually  not  a  denomination, 
nor  is  it  a  convention.  It  is  a  loose 
affiliation  of  churches.  All  of  the 
churches  are  independent  of  each 
other,  of  the  associations  with 
which  they  identify  themselves,  of 
their  stale  conventions,  and  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Those  conventions  anJ  associa¬ 
tions.  likewisr,  are  independent  of 
each  other  There  are  no  authorita¬ 
tive  pronouncements  by  any  one  of 
those  groups  that  have  binding 
effect  on  any  of  the  others 

What  Odom  calls  the  will  of  the 
majority  are  the  decisions  made  by 
something  more  than  50%  of  those 
who  have  attended  the  several 
Southern  Bapdsl  conventions 

Each  convention  is  different  By 
constitutional  diciate.  each  lasts 
three  days;  and  it's  over. 

Votes  at  the  conventions  for 
years  following  the  1979  “break¬ 
through”  were  cast  at  the  rate  of 


tered.  They  usually  run  about 
25,000.  At  25,000,  a  majority  of 
55%  would  be  13,750.  That  is  a  far 
cry  from  55%  of  the  15  million 
Southern  Baptists,  which  would  be 
8,250,t)00. 

Odom’s  mention  of  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Baptist  Fellowship  brings  to 
mind  the  fact  that  the  churches  of 
the  Fellowship,  in  directing  their 
money  around  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  are  doing  the  some  thing 
that  First  Baptist  Church,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  has  been  doing  for  years. 
When  the  pastor  of  that  church, 
Charles  Stanley,  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  the  church  was  giving  less 
than  2%  to  Southern  Baptist  caus¬ 
es  through  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee.  -Yet  it  had  and  still  has  many 
missions  operations  that  it  funds 
otherwise. 

Don  McGregor 

Brandon 

Regarding  Utah  pastor 

Editor: 

Sarah  Zimmerman’s  article  in 
the  January  14  issue  brought  back 
many  memories  as  it  truly  depicts 
the  struggle  that  Southern  Baptists 
encounter  in  evangelizing  the 
Mormon  stronghold  of  Utah.  Few 
in  the  South  are  aware  of  what  the 
Mormons  really  believe  or  of  the 
challenges  faced  by  those  who 
minister  in  areas  that  they  domi¬ 
nate.  This  article  sheds  some  much 
needed  light  on  the  subject. 

It  was  especially  gratifying  to 
see  Lavoid  Robertson  quoted 
extensively.  If  anyone  knows 
about  this  struggle,  he  does.  He 
was  our  pastor  at  First  Southern 
Baptist  of  Clearfield,  Utah  in  the 
early  1970s.  We  visited  his  church 
shortly  after  the  Air  Force  trans¬ 
ferred  us  to  Hill  Air  Force  Base. 
We  were  still  living  in  a  motel  at 
the  time.  The  next  day  he  and  his 
wife  Geneva  showed  up  at  the 
motel  to  visit  us.  The  next  Sunday 
night  we  went  to  a  fellowship 
attended  by  just  about  everybody 
in  the  church  and  immediately  we 
knew  that  we  had  a  church  home 
and  Christian  friends, 
v  Under  Lavoid  Robertson's  lead¬ 
ership.  First,  Clearfield  was  a 
small  but  very  powerful  church. 
He  was  the  tower  of  strength  and 
concern  that  the  church  needed. 
Sunday  School  attendance  ranged 
from  90-120  and  the  membership 
reached  out  to  the  community  and 
to  the  nearby  Air  Base.  A  large 
percentage  of  the  membership  had 
to  be  replaced  annually,  as  the  mil¬ 
itary  transferred  Baptists  in  and 
out. 

Although  nearly  every  family 
tithed,  with  the  constant  rotation  of 
Air  Force  families  the  church 
sometimes  had  financial  difficul¬ 
ties.  Once  when  it  was  suggested 
that  we  balance  the  budget  by  cut¬ 
ting  the  contribution  to  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Program,  Lavoid  requested 
that  his  meager  pay  be  cut  instead 

Another  thing  that  stood  out 
about  Lavoid  was  hu  love  for  the 


ful  servant  in  the  Mormon  strong¬ 
hold  for  many  years,  and  that  as 
Southern  Baptists  we  have  been  a 
part  of  it. 

Jim  &  Dorothy  Crockett 
'  Hattiesburg 

BSU  at  Pearl  River 

Editor: 

When  we  think  of  colleges  in 
Mississippi,  we  often  think  of  our 
senior  colleges,  but  we  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  are  blessed  to  have  an  excel¬ 
lent  community  college  system, 
providing  accessible,  affordable 
education  for  our  citizens.  In  fact, 
73%  of  all  freshmen  in  state-sup¬ 
ported  Mississippi  colleges  are 
enrolled  in  community  colleges 
and  53%  of  ALL  Mississippi  pub¬ 
lic  college  students  are  enrolled  in 
community  colleges. 

These  statistics  point  up  how 


important  our  Baptist  Student 
Union  work  is  on  these  communi¬ 
ty  college  campuses,  especially 
since  they  can  reach  the  majority 
of  college  students  in  that  critical 
freshman  year. 

The  Baptist  Student  Union  at 
Pearl  River  Community  College, 
Michael  Ball  director,  is  a  fine 
example  of  BSU  work.  During  the 
course  of  a  semester,  up  to  200 
students  are  involved  in  some  way 
in  Pearl  River  BSU  ministries  to  a 
local  housing  project,  nursing 
home,  dorm  Bible  studies,  mission 
trips,  as  well  as  many  activities  at 
the  BSU  center  itself.  Last  year 
three  Pearl  River  students  went  on 
summer  missions. 

Up  until  now  the  Pearl  River 
BSU  has  been  meeting  in  a  30’  X 
40’  building  which  is  the  smallest 
BSU  center  in  the  state.  That  is 


about  to  change;  a  modern  new 
building  is  now  under  construc¬ 
tion.  The  new  facility  is  three 
times  larger  than  the  old  one, 
including  a  general  meeting  area 
which  can  hold  200  people. 

Many  churches  and  individuals 
are  giving  generously  and  sacrifi- 
cially  to  this  BSU  work.  As  a 
member  of  the  Pearl  River  BSU 
Advisory  Council,  I  want  to  say, 
“Thank  you.”  If  you  live  in  the 
Pearl  River  District  of  Forrest, 
Hancock,  Jeff  Davis,  Lamar,  Mari¬ 
on,  or  Pearl  River  counties,  we 
invite  you  to  come  to  Poplarville 
and  see  firsthand  the  new  building 
and  the  excellent  work  of  your 
Baptist  Student  Union. 

Bob  Rogers,  pastor 

First  Church,  Poplarville 


Filipinos  in  Saudi  Arabia 
deported,  not  decapitated 


ISTANBUL,  Turkey  (EP)  — 
Two  Filipino  Christians  slated  for 
execution  on  Christmas  Day  in 
Saudi  Arabia  over  religious 
charges  were  instead  deported 
back  to  Manila  on  Dec.  24  in  the 
wake  of  international  protests  over 
the  case,  reports  News  Network 
International. 

Relatives  of  Oswaldo  Magdan- 
gal  and  Renato  Posedio,  both 
working  in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia, 
learned  the  week  before  Christmas 
that  Saudi  Arabia’s  religious 
police,  called  muttawa,  allegedly 
planned  to  behead  the  two  Chris¬ 
tians  on  Christmas  Day. 

In  response  to  urgent  requests 
from  Christian  leaders  in  Manila, 
as  well  as  Magdangal’s  mother 
and  brother,  Philippine  President 
Fidel  Ramos  sent  an  official 
appeal  Dec.  22  to  King  Fahd  of 
Saudi  Arabia  to  spare  the  two 
men’s  lives. 

In  an  official  response  on  Dec. 
24  from  the  Saudi  Arabian 
Embassy  in  Washington,  D.C.,  the 
Saudi  envoy  to  the  United  States, 
Price  Bandar  Bin  Sultan  stated 
there  had  never  been  an  intent  to 
execute  the  two  Christians.  Sultan 
claimed  the  highly  publicized  case 
was  a  simple  misunderstanding  in 
which  the  word  “deportation”  had 
been  misread  as  “decapitation.” 

The  released  prisoners  arrived  in 
Manila  on  Christmas  morning.  In 
an  interview  with  News  Network 
International,  Magdangal  report¬ 
ed  that  be  had  been  severely  tor¬ 
tured  when  first  arrested  last  fall. 

The  two  had  been  accused  of 
“building  a  church”  and  meeting 
and  praying  with  Christians.  They 
were  arrested  Oct  14. 

“They  broke  the  law  from  the 
beginning.”  said  Magdangal.  The 
muttawa  forced  thev  way  imo  bis 


onment  that  he  did  worship  pri¬ 
vately  in  his  home  with  his  Christ¬ 
ian  friends.  He  also  did  not  dispute 
the  claim  that  he  had  a  Bible  in  his 
possession,  which  he  defended 
vigorously  as  his  right. 

“I  told  them,  T  am  a  Christian. 
When  we  were  hired  to  work  in 
your  country,  you  knew  that  we 
were  all  Christians.  This  is  a  basic 
human  right.  I  understand  that  it  is 
against  the  law  outside  my  home. 
But  no  one  can  prevent  us  from 
worshipping  in  our  homes.’” 

Magdangal  stressed  to  his  inter¬ 
rogators  that  he  had  asked  some  of 
his  friends  who  were  members  of 


the  muttawa  about  this.  They 
affirmed  it  was  legal  for  non-Mus¬ 
lims  to  worship  together  privately, 
within  the  confines  of  their  own 
homes. 

“Being  Christians,  we  value  our 
faith.  In  the  absence  of  regular 
church  buildings,  the  next  best 
thing  is  to  share  with  each  other  in 
our  homes,  to  pray  together  before 
meals  and  to  share  something  from 
the  Bible,”  be  told  the  courts. 

Amnesty  International  has 
repeated  the  arrest  of  al  least  316 
Christians  worshipers,  including 
women  and  children,  in  Saudi  Ara¬ 
bia  during  the  past  two  years. 


Baptists  must  cooperate  in 
evangelism,  says  Bisagno ' 
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the  Lord  has  had  a  good  and  frith- 


made  their  arrest  without  civilian 
police  present. 

Magdangal  said  be  admitted 
repeatedly  throughout  Iris  impris¬ 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  — 
Leaders  at  congregational,  state, 
national,  and  global  levels  of  Bap¬ 
tist  life  must  discover  new  ways  to 
cross  political-theological  barriers 
to  cooperate  in  missions  and  evan¬ 
gelism.  according  to  John  Bisagno, 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Houston 
Bisagno  used  the  platform  of  the 
Texas  Baptist  Evangelism  Confer¬ 
ence  in  rat  Worth,  to  call  on  the 
presidents  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  the  Baptist  Gener¬ 
al  Convention  of  Texas  to  explore 
avenues  of  missions  cooperation 
“If  we  cannot  agree  to  work 
together  in  theological  education, 
we  must  find  ways  to  link  arms 
and  work  together  in  missions  and 
evangelism  to  win  the  world  to 
Christ,”  Bisagno  said.  “The  need  is 
too  big.  There  are  too  few  of  us.” 

Bisagno  urged  the  interim  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
to  meet  with  other  evangelical 
denominations  and  para-church 
organizations  to  find  ways  to  work 


He  also  puNically  invited  two 
node  rate  MHitnem  Baptist  pis* 


tors  in  Houston  to  join  him  in  per¬ 
sonal  evangelism  in  their  city. 

Bisagno  said  be  wholeheartedly 
supports  the  “perpetuating  of 
inerrancy  within  our  educational 
system  at  every  level  of  our  fife” 
as  Southern  Baptists,  a  rallying  cry 
of  SBC  leaders  since  1979. 

But  if  all  Southern  Baptists  can¬ 
not  agree  to  cooperate  in  theologi¬ 
cal  education,  they  should  at  least 
find  ways  to  cooperate  in  spread¬ 
ing  the  gospel  message,  he  main¬ 
tained. 

“Division  among  us  is  hurting 
our  witness  to  the  world.  We  have 
got  to  find  ways  to  cooperate  in 
winning  people  to  Jesus  Christ," 
he  said. 

Finally,  on  a  personal  level,  Bis¬ 
agno  puNically  asked  his  “moder¬ 
ate  friends”  in  Houston  —  Bill 
Turner,  pastor  of  South  Main 
Church,  and  Dan  Vestal,  pastor  of 
Tallow  ood  Church  —  to  come  to 
First  Church  and  “go  out  with  this 
fundamentalist  pastor”  in  personal 
witnessing.  Attempts  to  reach 
Turner  and  Vestal  for  a  response 
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Housetops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


PRAYERGRAM 

)an.  28-Feb.  11,  1993 


PRAY  for  the  Baptist  churches  and  leaders  in  Cuba.  The 
economic  situation  grows  worse  but  there  is  a  tremen¬ 
dous  response  to  the  gospel.  Pray  that  Cuba  may  experi¬ 
ence  the  changes  so  much  needed  in  1 993.  w 

PRAY  for  the  Baptist  work  in  Liberia  and  for  the  missionar¬ 
ies  there.  Two  more  couples  expect  to  arrive  in  Monrovia 
in  Jan.  1993.  Pray  for  the  problem  of  ministry  to  the 
refugees  that  have  more  than  doubled  the  population  of 
Monrovia  and  are  being  housed  and  fed  in  the  Baptist 
churches  of  the  city.  * 

PRAY  for  missionaries  and  nationals  as  they  make  plans 
for  the  1993  bicentennial  celebration  of  William  Carey's 
arrival  in  India.  Plans  are  being  made  for  large  numbers  of 
volunteer  groups  to  go  to  India  from  the  United  States. 

PRAY  for  Yun  Yong,  director  of  Ministry  to  International 
Seafarers,  a  ministry  of  South  Jersey  Baptist  Association.' 
He  asks  for  prayer  for  Ministry  over  Radio  at  Sea,  which  is 
a  ministry  of  Christian  radio  officers  aboard  ships. 

/• 

PRAY  for  Joe  Baker  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Joe  is  director  of 
missions  for  the  Greater  Dayton  Baptist  Association.  In 
the  past  two  years,  1 7  works  have  been  started — sixteen 
have  pastors  and  one  has  an  interim.  60  %  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  Dayton  is  unchurched. 

PRAY  for  Henry  Blackaby  and  Ron  Owens,  directors  of 
Prayer  and  Spiritual  Awakening  in  the  United  States.  Pray 
that  they  wiW*have  continuing  sensitivity  to  the  activity  of 
God,  as  well  as  the  anointing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  physi¬ 
cal  strength  as  they  respond  to  the  demanding  ministry 
schedule  that  lies  ahead." 

PRAY  for  Roy  Isbell  of  Christmas,  FI.  He  is  a  Mission  Ser¬ 
vice  Corps  volunteer  who  works  with  the  Florida  Baptist 
Convention  as  director  of  International  Students.  A  new 
Baptist  Student  Union  council  was  recently  elected.  Pray 
for  their  training  and  for  them  to  be  very  evangelistic. 

Pray  for  plans  that  are  being  made  for  a  state  international 
student  conference,  March  19-21 ,  at  Lake  Yale  Baptist  As¬ 
sembly. 

Pray  for  Mary  Frank  Kirkpatrick,  FYayer  Coordinator  of 
Area  IV,  and  former  missionary  to  Africa.  She  is  to  be 
back  in  Nigeria  for  a  month.  She  asks  for  prayer  for  good 
health,  safety  in  travel  and  the  opportunity  to  witness 
while  there. 

PRAY  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  its  lead¬ 
ership;  for  pastors  and  churflY leaders  that  in  1993  a  spirit 
of  unity  and  love  may  prevail  and  that  we  will  not  lose 
sight  of  our  priorities — evangelism,  missions  and  ministry. 

PRAY  for  military  personnel  and  the  families  of  those  in 
Somalia,  that  the  mission  that  took  the  Americans  to  So¬ 
malia  will  soon  be  completed  and  they  can  return  home. 
Pray  for  the  people  of  Somalia  and  the  UN  forces.  QQ 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Sunday  School  Department 

•  *  ST/&E* GROWTH  SPIRAL  CONFERENCE 

•  •••••••  Featuring  •••••••• 

•  Base  Conference  and  Advanced  Conference  • 

•  _ _  • 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  23.  1 993 

*  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church  -  201  Morrison  Drive,  Clinton.  MS  * 
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JERRY  HARRIS  is  Vice  President  of  California  JIM  FITCH  is  retired  Supervisor  of  the  Sunday 
Baptist  Foundation  and  Director  of  California  School  Growth  Section,  BSSB. 

Plan  of  Church  Finance. 

Learn  what  growing  churches  in  Mississippi  are  doing  to  reach  people 
and  what  Mississippi  churches  that  have  plateaued  or  are  declining 

are  not  doing  to  reach  people. 

ALLEAST  SIX  MISSISSIPPI  CHURCHES  WILL  RECEIVE  EAGLE  AWARDS 

8:30-9:00  Registration 

9:00-9:30  General  Session 

9:30- 1 2:00  Base  Conference  and  Advanced  Conference 

12:15-12:46  Lunch 

1 2:45- 1:15  General  Session  -  Eagle  Presentations 

1:50-3:30  Base  Conference  and  Advanced  Conference 

3:30  Dismiss 


$5  PER  PERSON  CHARGE  FOR  LUNCH 


BAPTIST  WOMEN/BAPTIST  YOUNG  WOMEN  RETREAT 

LEAD  ON.. ..WOMEN  WITH  SERVANT  HEARTS! 

February  26-27, 1993 

Camp  Garaywa 


Friday,  January  26 

4:00  -  6:00 


9:30 

Saturday,  January  27 

7:00 

7:30 

8:30-10:55 


11:05 

12:30 


Check  In 
Book  Store 
Supper 

Worship  Together 
MissionStroll 

Mississippi  Partners 
Our  Missionaries 
Volunteers  on  Mission 
Limber  Up  Aerobicsl 


Don't 

MSS 


Aerobics  for  Early  Birds 
Breakfast 

Special  Interest  Conferences 

1  -  Doing  Missions  Where  You  Are! 

2  -  Bloom  in  Your  Leadership  Self  Image 

3  -  On  the  Field  with  Gwen  (Peru)  and  Peggy  (New  Orleans) 

4  -  Things  Fail,  People  Fall 
Together  Time 

Lunch 

Good-Bye!!! 


REGISTRATION  DEADLINE:  FEBRUARY  23,  1993 

For  registration  information  contact  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530;  or  call  (601)  968-3800. 


Attention  Discipleship 
Training  Directors 

Watch  your  mails  for  the  1993  gold  Discipleship 
Training  Award  folder  explaining  the  requirements  for 
achieving  this  award  for  the  current  year.  Use  it  as  a 
goal  setting  instrument  for  your  church.  Check  each 
item.  See  how  your  church  measures  up  presently. 
The  decide  which  items  you  will  use  a  goals  for  the 
next  nine  months.  A  total  of  1 2  items  must  be 
checked  by  Sept.  30. 

Last  year  more  than  40  churches  achieved  excellence 
by  earning  this  award.  Why  don't  you  join  that  group 
next  year?  It's  not  too  late  to  get  started  Work  at  it  to 
have  it  accomplished  by  the  end  of  September  1993. 
Then  mail  the  application  to  the  Discipleship  Training 
Department  in  Jackson.  Awards  are  presented  at  "M" 
Night  in  your  association.  Qj| 

HELP  WANTED! 

ALASKA 

Southeast  Island  Ministries  needs  6-10  people  for 
three  weeks  to  do  Mission  VBS,  Backyard  Bible  Clubs, 
and  New  Work  Canvassing.  Communities  are  logging 
camps  or  fishing  villages;  people  are  responsive,  food 
and  housing  will  be  provided.  Suggested  dates:  July 
12  -  30,  1993. 

Contact  Mississippi  Partnership  Missions  Office  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  for  more  informa- 


THE  CURTAIN'S  I  Brought  to  You  By  The  Family  Ministry  Section,  Discipleship 

Training  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  For 
|  p  additional  information  call  601  968-3800  Extension  3973. 

On  a  Great  Opportunity  for  Single  Adults!  Widowed,  Divorced,  Never-Yet-Married 


Two  special  events  in  one  weekend  are  planned  for  February  5  and  6,  1993  Pastors,  Church  Leaders,  Inform  Your 
Single  Adults!  They'll  Thank  You  Later.  Single  Adults,  Don't  Miss  These  Specials!  Get  Up  a  Group  or  come  Alone. 


1  SINGLE  ADULT  RALLY 

8XX)  P.M. 

First  Baptist  Church  Sanctuary 
430  North  President  Street 
(Across  from  the  State  Capitol) 

Jackson,  Mississippi 

Hear  Wanda  Geddie  in  Musical  Concert.  New  York  Fashion 
Model,  Music  Theater  Performer,  Television  Spokes  mode  I,  Concert 
Soloist,  1984  Mift  Mississippi,  William  Carey  Graduate,  Single  . 

Thrill  from  presentations  by  Harold  Ivan  Smith  Nationally 
Known  Popular  Speaker,  Author,  Lecturer,  conference  Leader  on 
Subjects  of  Special  Interest  to  Single  Adults.  Single  Himself. 


SINGLE  ADULT  SEMINAR 

10:00  A.M.  - 1200  Noon 


■  First  Baptist  Church  Fellowship  Hall  West 
1 00  Block  Mississippi  Street 
Between  North  State  Street  and  North  President  Street 


Two  Sessions  with  Harold  Ivan  Smith 
* Marching  off  the  Map  " 

SEMINAR  FEE  $5.00.  Tickets  available  from  Family  Ministry, 
P.o.  Box  530,  Jackson,  Ms  39205.  Also  at  the  Rally. 


Need  hotel  roomsf  Try  these  at  special  rates: 

Ffoliday  Inn  Downtown,  200  East  Amite  Street,  969-5100,  $48  double.  Admiral  Benbow,  905  North  State  Street,  948-4161,  $40  2  Double 
Beds.  Days  Inn  North,  616  Briarwood  Drive,  957-1741,  $34  1-4  persons.  Howard  Johnson  Lodge,  5925  1-55  North,  1-800-262-0889  (956- 
8000)  S35. 


Youth 
Ministry 
National 
Conference  4 

April  19-23,  1993 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


YOUTH 

MINISTRYI 


•The  only  Southern  Baptist  National  Conference  until 
1997. 

•  Choose  from  over  1 00  conference  topics. 

•See  teenagers  and  their  leaders  in  live  demonstra¬ 
tions. 

•  Find  renewal  through  Bible  study  each  morning 
and  worship  each  evening.  ' 

•  Talk  with  every  national  leader  in  Southern  Baptist 
youth  ministry. 

•  Meet  and  hear  the  members  of  Petra,  D.C.  Talk  and 
others. 

•  Enjoy  instant  fellowship  with  over  1 ,200  Southern 
Baptist  youth  ministers,  youth  pastors,  and  volunteer 
coordinators. 


For  a  full  brochure,  call  (615)  251-2052. 


■I  I  ■■  I 
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Small  Church  Leadership 
Conference 

February  20,  1993 
9:00  a.m.  -  12:00  noon 

North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church  Greenwood,  Miss. 

Conferences  designed  specifically  for  Small  Member¬ 
ship  Church  Leaders.  What  is  a  small  membership 
church?  One  that  has  less  than  150  enrolled  in  Sunday 
School. 

Your  conference  will  train  you  for  your  special  situa¬ 
tion.  Leaders  will  listen  to  your  questions  and  help 


Mississippi  Baptist  Student 
Union  Retreat 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Union  Retreat  takes 
place  Feb.  5-6  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton. 

Speakers  include  Bill  Perkins,  associate  director  of 
church  extension  for  the  Home  Mission  Board;  and 
Sheldon  Gooch,  Mississippi  area  representative  for 
the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes. 

A  series  of  seminars  will  include  topics  such  as 
Avoiding  Peer  Pressure  and  Being  Bold  for  God,  The 
Holy  Spirit  and  Emotionalism,  Maintaining  Strong 
Christian  Growth  in  Your  Life,  How  to  Minister 
Through  Music,  How  to  Study  the  Bible  and  Let  It 
Feed  Your  Spiritual  Growth,  On  a  Mission  for  God- 
Finding  Ways  to  Give  Special  Service,  Helping  Peo¬ 
ple  Who  are  Hurting,  and  The  Black  Male— Ways  to 
Enhance  Life. 

Special  music  will  come  from  Mrs.  Edna  Clark,  state 
musician  from  Utica;  and  from  BSU  groups  from 
Rust,  East  Central,  Northeast,  Jackson  State,  Itawam¬ 
ba  and  Hinds-Utica. 


you  with  your  problems.  The  conferences  and  books 
to  be  studied  are: 

PASTORS:  Pastoral  Leadership  Skills  for  Growing 
Churches 

What  is  pastoral  leadership;  what  skills  do  I  need?  The 
church  alive  and  growing  -  Motivating,  Teambuilding, 
Negotiating,  Managing  Change  are  just  some  of  the 
skills  we  will  study. 

BROTHERHOOD:  Leading  Baptist  Men 
The  men  of  God  living  His  Love  -  How  to  begin,  lead, 
understand,  and  work  with  Baptist  Men  and  their  call 
to  missions. 

Leading  Royal  Ambassadors 

Brotherhood  has  the  responsibility  for  missions  educa¬ 
tion  and  involvement  of  men  and  boys.  Learn  how  to 
begin  Royal  Ambassadors,  leadership  fundamentals, 
understanding,  working  with,  and  doing  missions  with 
Royal  Ambassadors. 

CHURCH  MUSIC: 

Bi-Vocationai/Volunteer  Music  Directors:  Song 
Leading  Made  Easy.  This  study  is  practical,  exciting, 
and  usable  -  even  at  church  next  Sunday! 

Church  Pianists:  Five  Practical  Lessons  for  Church  Pi¬ 
anists.  Accompanying  congregational  singing  is  the 
most  important,  exciting,  and  challenging  use  of  the  pi¬ 
ano  in  church.  Learn  to  expand  your  "musicianship." 
Church  Organists:  fc've  Practical  Lessons  for  Church 
Organists.  Are  you  the  "unsung  hero"  in  your  church? 
Learn  the  fundamentals,  manual  techniques  for  hymn 


playing,  pedal  technique,  major  and  minor  keys,  and  ca¬ 
dence.  The  organist  is  strategic  to  the  worship  service. 
Preschooe/Children's  Choir  Workers:  Effective  Music 
Activity  Teaching  in  Preschool/Children's  Choirs. 
Bringing  children  and  music  together  -  Learn  how  to 
understand  preschoolers  and  school-age  children;  fun 
activities  for  small  and  large  group;  bow  to  plan  the 
environment.  Music  is  praise.  Music  is  thankfulness. 
Music  is  fun! 

DISCIPLESHIP  TRAINING:  Disciple  AH:  A  Disciple- 
ship  Training  Manual 

Discipleship  Training  is  a  Christ-like  action  more  than 
it  is  an  organization  or  a  program.  Learn  to  plan  and 
lead  your  people  in  discipleship  and  personal  ministry. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL:  Teaching.. .The  Bible.  (Age  groups) 
You  have  been  called  to  teach  God's  Word.  Let  God 
use  you  to  change  lives  with  teaching  that  is  Bible 
based  and  evangelistic.  Study  and  learn  to  apply  prin¬ 
ciples  that  can  enable  your  church  to  improve  the 
quality  of  Bible  teaching. 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION:  Share  the  Vision: 
Ideas  for  Missions  Involvement. 

"As  the  Father  sent  me,  so  I  send  you."  John.  20:21 
(TEV).  Christ  has  given  the  church  the  responsibility  of 
proclaiming  the  message  and  sending  out  messengers. 
Learn  to  identify,  relate  to,  and  reach  prospects  -  dis¬ 
cover  and  adapt  plans  that  will  work  for  your  situation 
and  follow  through!  flT| 


1993 

Young  Musicians’  Camp 

GULFSHORE 

July  9-13 
CLINICIAN:  ;  Jf|l 
Susan  Messer,  My  sic  Facul 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Ideologic 

Send  Registration  J0uffshore,  Mi 


l  f  mi 993  | 

Young  Musicians’  Camp 

k  blue  mountain 

CLINICIAN: 

Martha  Kirkland,  Older  Children  Consultant 
Church  Music  Department,  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 

Contact  the  Church  Music  Dept  Jor  registration  information,  968  3800 


The  retreat  is  sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Student  Work,  ffli 


YOUth  Make  the  Difference 

(A  Coed  Mission  Experience  Sponsored  by  Brotherhood,  WMU  &  MBCB) 

March  16-17-  18 ,  1993 

GULFSHORE  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY 


Mark  Evans 
Speaker 


Cost:  $65.00  (includes  2  nights  lodging, 

5  meals,  insurance,  a  T-shirt, 
and  conference  materials) 

Missionaries,  Mission  Conferences,  Bible  Study, 

'  Music  and  Much  More! I 

Registration  begins  on  Tuesday,  March  16,  at  3£0  p.m.  (Supper  at  5:30 
pm)  and  will  conclude  Thursday  at  900  a.m.  At  the  conclusion,  you 
may  join  with  others  in  spending  the  day  helping  with  various  mission 
projects  for  the  Gulf  Coast  Association  . 
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SPECIAL 

FEATURE 

In  Concert 

4  HIM 

(Tuesday,  8:30  p.m.) 
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Comedian, 
Singer,  Speaker 
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Church, 


COED  MISSIONS  CONFERENCE  •  CHURCH  GROUP  REQUEST 

March  16-17,  1993 

_ Day  Phone _ 


Address 


_City_ 


State 


Contact  Person 
#  Males _ 


#  Females 


(must  be  1  adult  per  7  youth) 


Enclosed  is  $_ 
registration) 


for 


_ person(s)  ($30  deposit  per  person  due  now  plus  $35  pet  person  at  | 

Return  this  form  to  Frank  Simmons,  Manager;  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly;  100  First  Street;  Pass  Christian,  j 
MS  39571.  | 

I - - - - - J 


Book  Link 

Anyone  wishing  to  donate  books  for  the  international 
ministry  known  as  Book  Link  have  two  places  to  ship  or 
drop  of  their  donations,  according  to  Hal  Buchanan  of 
Tupelo,  who  directs  the  operation  for  the  National  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Baptist  Educators. 

Books  may  be  sent  by  parcel  post,  4th  class  book  rate  to 
Dr.  C.E.  Holladay,  Director  of  Shipping,  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  Library,  Monroe  at  Old  Highway  80,  Clinton,  MS 
39056.  Or  one  may  drop  off  books  at  the  MC  library  or 
at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  offices  at 
51 5  Mississippi  St.,  in  Jackson. 

These  books  go  primarily  to  overseas  missionaries  and 
national  pastors.  Particularly  needed  are  reference 
works  such  as  commentaries  or  Bible  Book  commen¬ 
taries,  sermons  and  sermon  and  doctrinal  helps,  disci- 
pleship  materials,  Bible  dictionaries  and  atlases. 

As  noted  in  last  week's  Baptist  Record,  since  the  first 
shipment  in  June  of  1 988,  more  than  64,000  books 
have  been  shipped  since  to  56  countries  and  five  states. 
Postage  costs  have  been  $1 7,774.52. 

For  details  on  selecting  books  and  how  to  box  them, 
call  or  write  Buchanan  at  2121  Briar  Ridge  Road,  Tupe¬ 
lo,  MS  38801 ,  or"phone  toll  free  1  -800-645-4391 .  y|| 

Preschool/Children's  Choirs 
in  the  90's 

The  Church  Music  Ministries  Department  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board  is  sponsoring  a  seminar  on  Teaching  and 
Administering  Preschool/Children's  Choirs  in  the  90s.  It 
will  take  place  Feb.  18-20  at  the  Sunday  School  Board  in 
Nashville. 

Clinician  will  be  Libby  Carton,  director-teacher  of  Com¬ 
munity  Music  School  and  assistant  professor  at  Catawba 
College  in  Salisbury. 

Leadership  training  will  be  in  moving  to  music  and  how 
that  relates  to  all  musical  learning.  This  is  a  "hands  on" 
experience.  Program  materials  note  that  "The  agenda 
will  include  areas  of  administration  skills,  projected  trends 
for  the  nineties,  communication  and  ministry  to  families, 
hymnology  for  children,  and  other  selected  topics." 

A  fee  of  $75  per  person  includes  a  notebook  and  a  meal. 

Sarah  Talley  of  the  Mississippi  Church  Music  Department 
encourages  attendance  by  all  leaders  in  the  preschool 
and  children's  choir  areas.  QQ 


Personal  account ... 

Missionaries  able  to 
minister  in  quake’s 
aftermath,  Kupang 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


East  German  exchange 
student  learns  about 
America  and  the  Lord 


I  thought,  “I  must 


Charleston  Southern  University's 


SuperSummer  *93 


AVON  PARK,  Fla.  (BP)  —  understood  what  it  meant  to  make 
Unaware  his  trip  to  the  United  a  profession  of  faith,  Severn  said. 
States  would  result  in  “the  most  After  the  worship  service  that 
important  decision  of  (his)  life,”  an  evening,  Horst  made  a  decision  to 
East  German  exchange  student  left  accept  Christ  as  his  Savior,  Severn 
his  fatherland  and  met  his  Father.  said.  Nine  from  Severn’s  group 
Ruediger  Horst,  17,  came  to  the  made  decisions  for  the  Lord  that 
U.S.  in  the  autumn  of  1992  to  week.  Three,  including  Horst’s, 
attend  high  school  for  one  year  were  professions  of  faith,  she  said, 
and  leam  about  American  culture.  “My  husband  was  Rudy’s  coun- 
Living  with  Bill  and  Brenda  selor  that  night  during  the  invita- 
Anderson  and  their  two  sons  was  tioo  and  he  asked  him  if  he  knew 
part  of  the  bargain.  Falling  in  with  what  decision  he  wanted  to  make, 
a  group  of  young  people  involved  Rudy  said,  ‘Yes  the  most  impor- 
al  First  Church,  Avon  Park,  Fla.,  tant  one  in  my  life.’” 
taking  a  youth  trip  to  Ridgecrest  Since,  Horst  said  he  has  been 
(N.C.)  Conference  Center  and  giv-  reading  the  Bible  almost  constant - 
ing  his  life  to  Jesus  was  not.  ly.  Because  be  was  brought  up  in  a 

But,  Mona  and  Randy  Severn,  society  where  religion  was 
volunteer  youth  leaders  at  the  frowned  upon,  his  knowledge  of 
church,  see  the  decision  Horst  biblical  teachings  is  minimal,  he 
made  at  December’s  Winter  Youth  said. 

Celebration  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  His  mother  sent  him  a  German 
Conference  Center  as  more  than  Bible  and  he  has  been  reading 
justchance.  from  an  English  student  Bible, 

“My  husband  and  1  had  really  comparing  the  verses  and  content 
been  praying  a  lot  that  he  would  for  better  understanding, 
accept  Christ,"  Mona  Severn  said.  Horst  said  he  hopes  to  take  what 
Horst  indicated  he  had  been  he  learns  back  to  his  friends  in 
christened  as  a  baby  but  had  never  Leipzig,  East  Germany. 


Jay  Strack  Jerry  Pipes 

Weeks  I  &  II  Week  III 

Make  your  reservations  now! 

For  more  information  call  (803)  863-7021 


Kenny  Mark*  DougBerky 
July  15  weeks  I,  n,  in 
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Thursday.  January  28.  1993 


Names  in  the  News 
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Devotional 

Knowing  God’s  will 


By  J.C.  Hall 


Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name.  Thy  king¬ 
dom  come.  Thy  will  be  done,  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this 
d(ry  our  daily  bread.  And  forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our 
debtors.  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil: 
For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever. 
Amen. 

One  morning  as  I  was  reading  these  verses,  the  Holy  Spirit  began 
to  help  me  see  something  I  had  overlooked  before  —  His  will. 

Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven  —  God  wants  to  be  PERSONAL. 
Hallowed  be  thy  name  —  God  wants  to  PURIFY. 

Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  — 
God  wants  to  PERFORM. 

Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread  —  God  wants  to  PROVIDE. 

And  forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors  —  God  wants  to 
PARDON. 

And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil:  —  God 
wants  to  PROTECT. 

For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever. 
Amen.  —  God  wants  to  be  PRAISED. 

Jesus  wanted  us  to  understand  these  words,  phrases,  and  sentences, 
them,  for  they  are  the  functions  which  God  wants  to  do  (His 


Halls 


God  the  Father  to  do  what  he  wants  to  do. 


Pace 


Michael  O. 
Duff  of  Colum¬ 
bus  has  accepted 
the  pastorate  at 
North  Spring- 
field  Church, 
North  Spring- 
field,  Term.  His 
address  is  307  S. 
Pawnee  Dr., 
Springfield,  TN 
37172. 


S  degree  at  New 
rleans  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  He  and  his 
family  moved  to 
the  church  field 
on  Jan.  1. 


Duff 


CALL  TOLL  FREE 

1-000-452-8279 

LOCAL  PHONE:  081-8355 


Or  mal  to:  Wiliam  Stevens  Insurance  Co. 
P.O.  Box  13803 
Jeduon,  MS  39236 
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John  H.  Pace  Jr.  has  accepted 
the  call  of  Walnut  Grove  Church, 
;  Walnut  Grove, 
to  be  its  pastor. 
Pace  received  a 
master  of  divini- 


Don’t  Leave  Your  Family 
“Out  in  the  Cold  I” 

Shop  Smart  For  Your  Insurance  Nee  da. 


I1.00042S.OM 


Mrs.  Vera  Chapman  was  hon¬ 
ored  on  Dec.  13  for  36  years  as 
church  clerk  at  Pine  Grove  Church, 
Benton-Tippah  Association.  She 
was  presented  with  a  plaque,  gifts, 
and  a  money  tree  during  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service.  Mrs.  Chapman 
recently  retired  her  position  due  to 
her  husband’s  health.  Philip  D. 
Cooper  is  pastor. 

Staff 

Changes 


Trinity  Church,  Pearl,  licensed  three  men  to  the  gospel  ministry  this 

Bast  year.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Kenny  Goff,  pastor;  Larry  Pate;  Mike 
IcDonald;  and  Larry  Russell. 


“Because  Jesus  was  fit...” 

Fitness  vital  to  faith, 
nutrition  expert  says 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Chris¬ 
tians  who  take  seriously  the 
creed  of  striving  to  be  more 
like  Jesus  should  hit  the  streets 
in  their  walking  shoes  and  tone 
up  their  bodies,  a  Southern 
Baptist  nutritionist  said. 

“Why  should  Christians 
become  fit  physically?”  Dick 
Couey  asked  a  group  of  about 
ISO  in  Nashville  attending  the 
national  launch  of  a  Christian 
health  care  program. 

“Because  Jesus  was  fit,”  said 
Couey,  nutrition  expert,  author, 
and  professor  of  health  and 
physical  education  and  recre¬ 
ation  at  Baylor  University, 
Waco,  Texas. 

Jesus  didn’t  hop  in  his  car 
and  drive  to  the  nearest  temple 
to  spread  the  word,  Couey  said. 

“He  walked.  The  Bible 
describes  how  he  walked  over 
SO  miles  once  from  sunup  to 
sundown.  Another  time  he 
walked  120  miles  in  three  days. 
Guys,  he  was  walking  about  a 
14-minute  mile.  I  want  you  to 
get  out  there  tomorrow  and  try 
a  few  of  those.” 

Couey  was  guest  speaker  at 
the  Jan.  15-16  national  launch 
of  “First  Place:  A  Christ  Cen¬ 
tered  Health  Program.”  Billed 
as  a  spiritually  based  education 
program  to  teach  participants  to 
eat  right,  exercise,  and  get 
enough  rest.  First  Place  is  a 
joint  venture  between  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Board  and 
First  Church,  Houston. 

The  13-week  fitness  course 
includes  Bible  study,  Scripture 
memorization,  prayer  sessions, 
exercise  guidelines,  and  a  sen¬ 
sible  eating  plan  allowing  par¬ 
ticipants  to  successfully  lose  up 
to  two  pounds  a  week. 

“Jesus  was  not  only  physical¬ 


ly  fit,  he  was  mentally  fit,” 
Couey  said.  “At  age  12,  he 
amazed  a  priest  with  his  knowl¬ 
edge.  We  must  learn  to  develop 
mentally,  too. 

“If  you  don’t  go  home  and 
read,  study,  and  learn,  you’re 
not  going  to  be  like  Jesus,” 
Couey  added. 

Americans,  Christians  espe¬ 
cially,  are  in  a  physical  slump, 
Couey  indicated. 

“Nearly  40%  of  all  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  overweight,”  he  said, 
adding  62%  of  ministers  who 
died  last  year  died  as  a  result  of 
heart  attacks. 

Other  facts  Couey  cited  about 
the  health  of  Americans  includ¬ 
ed: 

—  The  U.S.  leads  the  world 
in  the  number  of  cases  of 
hypertension,  cancer,  and  heart 
attacks. 

—  60%  of  all  cancer  is 
caused  because  of  improper 
nutrition. 

—  80%  of  Americans  suffer 
from  lower  back  pain,  which  is 
a  result  of  inadequate  exercise. 

Couey  advised  the  First  Place 
participants  to  “stay  in  shape. 
Develop  your  cardiovascular 
fitness,  develop  flexibility, 
keep  your  body  fat  down,  and 
develop  good  body  composi¬ 
tion.” 

Couey  said  one  is  never  too 
young  or  too  old  to  exercise. 

“The  only  reason  you  don’t 
eat  right  or  exercise  is  because 
you’re  lazy,”  he  said. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  30S-C  -  Greenwood,  Mlee.  30030 


INSPIRATIONAL  TRAVEL  1993 

Escorted  by  Rev.  John  Adkerson 

Tour  HL#43  9  Days  Holy  Land  and  Brussels.  March  8 — $1595. 

m  1 

Our  43rd  Bible  Land  Group 

Tour  HLf44  Holy  Land  Pilgrimage.  June  19 

Optional  extn.  Switzerland,  Austria,  and  Germany 

8  4 

Pastors:  Call  tor  TOUR  HOST  liformatton. 

MMMtatM 

Hotted  75  tourt  to  07 

Contact  John  Adkanon,  P.O.  Box  451174 

cwntriw  wofttoMt 

Atlanta,  Ba.  30345  Phono  (404)  414-1950 

GoaMtEaptritncal 

Members  of  New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth,  who  have  perfect  attendance 

in  Sunday  School  are  pictured,  left  to  right:  first  row,  Kristen  White,  6 
years;  Mitchell  Ratliff,  2  years;  Cade  Campbell,  1  year;  and  Peggy  Stringer, 
5  years;  second  row,  Tiffany  Kroner,  4  years;  Dustin  Stringer,  10  years; 
B.B.  Stringer,  37  years;  Bradley  White,  4  years;  and  third  row,  Mark  Kro¬ 
ner,  5  years;  Brandie  Magee,  12  years;  Jimmy  Thomas,  23  years;  and 
Sherrell  Magee,  11  years. 

New  Hope  Churcn  exceeded  its  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  goal  in 
December.  Kent  Campbell  is  pastor. 


James  Richard  Joiner,  bari¬ 
tone,  and  Patricia  Walston, 
pianist,  will  present  a  lecture 
recital  on  the  song  cycle,  “Die 
Schone  Magelone,”  by  Johannes 
Brahms,  on  Feb.  2,  at  8:15  p.m.  in 
Aven  Fine  Arts  Auditorium  on  the 
Mississippi  College  campus.  Join¬ 
er  is  professor  and  head  of  the 
Department  of  Music  at  Mississip¬ 
pi  College.  Walston  is  assistant 
professor  of  piano  at  the  college. 

Sybil  Stewart  resigned  in  1992 
as  pianist  of  First  Church, 
Okolona,  after  serving  the  church 
44  years.  Stewart,  85,  was  recently 
the  subject  of  a  feature  article  in 
the  Daily  Journal  newspaper. 

C.C.  Burns,  music  evangelist  and 
producer  of  three  gospel  tapes,  will 
preach  and  sing  at  Shady  Grove 
Church,  Heidelberg,  Jan.  31 -Feb. 
3.  The  Sunday  service  will  begin  at 
1 1  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds.  Monday  through  Wednes¬ 
day  services  will  be  at  7  p.m.  Shar- 
ber  Smith  is  pastor. 
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GAs  of  Calvary  Church,  Greenville,  entered  a  float  in  that  city’s  Christ¬ 
mas  parade.  The  theme  of  the  parade  was  “Our  Heritage,”  and  the  float 
boasted  a  banner  saying,  “American  Heritage,  Mississippi  Heritage,  and 
Our  Christian  Heritage.  The  Calvary  GA  group’s  enrollment  has  grown 
from  12  to  45  since  July.  Brenda  Long  is  GA  director;  Carolyn  Gilder, 
WMU  director;  and  J.D.  Lundy,  interim  pastor. 


service  under  the  theme,  “People  Need  the  Lord.”  Acteens  who  received 
crowns  are,  left  to  right,  front  row:  Jean  Wyse,  leader;  Brigitte  Rankin; 
Holly  Weatherly;  April  Scott;  Robin  Ridge;  Elizabeth  Reed,  leader;  back 
row,  Sarah  Scott;  Darla  Martindale;  Jessi  Wall;  Allison  Weatherly;  Angel 
Perkins;  and  Alice  Scott,  leader. 

k 

GAs  honored  with  badges  at  Oak¬ 
land  Church,  Walnut,  are,  left  to 
right,  front  row;  Kacy  Weatherly, 
Candice  Melton;  back  row,  Amanda 
Wall,  Melinda  Bates,  and  Belinda 
Bates.  Not  pictured  is  Crystal 
Devore.  GA  leaders  are  Valeria 
Weatherly  and  Diane  Weatherly,  1- 
3  grade;  Tflllie  Scott,  Pansy  Jinks 
and  Carolyn  Street,  4-6  grade.  Kay 
Winter  is  WMU  director:  James 
Melton  is  pastor. 


Missionary;  Revival 
News  Dates 


First  Church,  West  Point,  observed  dedication  day  recently  to  celebrate 
the  completion  of  a  $330,000  renovation  to  the  sanctuary  and  educational 
space.  Also  celebrated  was  the  retirement  of  the  $500,000  debt  on  its 
educational  building. 


Warren  County  Association 
will  sponsor  a  World  Missions 
Conference  Feb.  14-17.  Partici¬ 
pating  churches  include  Bowmar 
Avenue,  First,  Grace,  Good  rum, 
Highland,  Immanuel,  Trinity, 
Wayside,  and  Woodlawn.  For¬ 
eign  and  home  missionaries  will 
speak  at  local  churches  about 
their  experiences  on  the  mission 
field. 


The  Tri-County  Association 
is  sponsoring  a  Hearts  and 
Homes  Conference  for  ladies  at 
First  Church,  Columbia,  Feb.  20, 
from  9  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  Janet 
Paschal,  concert  artist  from 
Nashville,  and  Majorie  Kelly, 
former  missionary  to  Israel  and 
staff  member  at  Carey  College, 
will  be  the  leaders.  There  is  a 
$15  fee.  Call  736-2254  for  more 
information. 


Legend  will  be  in  concert  at 
the  Kosciusko  Coliseum  Jan.  30 
at  6:30  p.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  John  Staszefski  at  547- 
6516. 


Edgar  Jackson 
Pastor 


reater  Gulf  Coast 
Bible  Conference 

Pass  Road  Baptist^ 
Church,  Gulfport 

March  7-11, 1993 


Bobby  McClellan 
Iflnlatar/muslc 


5  services  daily 
9  a.m. 

10  a.m.  6  p.m. 

11  a.m.  7  p.m. 

Nursery  provided  all  services 


Reservations  Shoney’s  Inn  Airport 

(601)868-8500 


Jack  Taylor 


Paul  &  Billie  Kaye 


A  Cindy 


Jeffery  and  NeU  Ginn,  mission-) 
aries  to  Colombia,  have  completed] 
language  study  in  Costa  Rica  and: 
arrived  on  their  field  of  service 
(address:  Apaitado  Aereo  55526, 
Medellin,  Colombia).  The  former. 
Nell  Nichols,  she  was  born  in- 
Memphis  and  considers  Byhalia 
her  hometown. 


Lae  and  PfcyfMs  Walker,  mis- 
siooaries  to  Chile,  are  in  the  States 
(address:  107  Roderick  St.  Bno- 
doo.  MS  39042). 


Utica  (Hinds- Madison):  Feb. 
12-14;  services,  7  p.m.  and  regular 
times  on  Sunday:  Mike  Gilchrist, 
Shreveport,  La.,  evangelist;  John 
Ed  Snell,  pastor. 

Oakvale  (Lawrence):  Feb.  21- 
24;  services  begin  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing;  Sun. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gary 
Bowlin,  Branded,  evangelist;  Join 
Yales  of  Jackson  will  give  a  con¬ 
cert  Sunday  at  4  p.m.;  Willie 
Wripht,  pastor;  Chris  Tnraage, 


W 


CLARKE 

From  page  3 

Otis,  Tupelo,  chairman;  R.J. 
Reynolds,  Newton;  Mrs.  Bobbye 
Foster,  Prentiss;  Mrs.  Jerry  Kemp, 
Columbia;  Earnest  Sadler, 
Pascagoula;  Glenn  Shows,  Green¬ 
wood;  Lamar  McDonald,  Meridi¬ 
an;  Levon  Moore,  Kosciusko, 
vice-chairman;  Bill  May,  Newton; 
Joe  Jack  Hurst,  Jackson;  George 
Taylor  Jr.,  Forest;  and  James 
Richardson,  Madison. 

Ex  officio  members  will  be  John 
Brock,  vice  chairman  of  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee,  MBCB;  P.J. 
Scott,  president  of  the  convention 
board  and  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Olive  Branch;  Frank  Hannon,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Newton,  and 
chairman  of  the  Education  Com¬ 
mission;  Bill  Causey;  and  Jim 
Futral.  Futral  said  he  interprets 
Robert’s  Rules  of  Order  to  say 
that  ex  officio  members  of  com- 

LAND 
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regulations  is  not  only  a  odious 
assault  on  the  unborn  but  on 
women  as  well.  The  right  of 
informed  consent  has  long  been 
enshrined  as  a  critical  value  in 
medicine  and  society.  Now, 
women  will  be  counseled  to  abort 
their  babies  without  the  benefit  of 
knowing  the  facts  about  prenatal 
development  and  the  risk  of  abor¬ 
tion.  it  is  hypocritical  for  an 
administration  that  pays  such  lip 
service  to  women’s  rights  to  vio¬ 
late  those  rights  by  legislating  a 
plan  of  conscious  and  deliberate 
misinformation  at  taxpayers’ 
expense.  Such  coercion  is  the 
worst  form  of  deceit. 

Fetal  tissue  research 

“History  will  look  back  on  Jan. 
22,  199?,  as  the  day  on  which  the 
American  government  began  its 
descent  into  a  grotesque  and 
obscene  exploitation  of  human  life 
in  the  name  of  'medical  progress’ 
unlike  the  world  has  known  since 
the  barbansm  of  Hitler’s  Germany. 
It  will  now  be  permissible  to  snuff 
out  one  life  in  order  to  save  anoth¬ 
er. 

“With  federally  funded  fetal  tis¬ 
sue  transplantation  using  unborn 
children  from  induced  abortions, 
women  will  be  exploited  to  pro¬ 
cure  tins  sacred  human  resource 
for  experimentation. 

“President  Clinton  has  bought 
the  lie  >f  the  pro-abortion  move¬ 
ment  ih.it  unborn  children  are  not 
human  beings  and  thus  can  be 
experimented  with  and  that  with¬ 
out  thi.  tissue  medical  progress 
will  bt  ivmied.  Only  God  knows 
the  number  of  unborn  children 
who  will  never  enjoy  their  nght  to 
life  because  of  this  cruel  hoax. 
This  teinbic  policy  ignores  the  fact 
that  there  is  enough  tissue  avail¬ 
able  f'om  ethically  permissible 
source'  in  order  to  pursue  medical 
experiments.” 

IU4M 

“Lifting  the  ban  on  RU  48b.  the 
French  'kill  pill,*  will  give  phar¬ 
macological  abortion  a  glamour 
which  is  totally  un warranted  Mur¬ 
der.  nr  mallei  how  silent  and  effi¬ 
cient.  n  still  murder  In  fact,  the 


CLINTON 

From  page  2 


service  in  the  valley.  We  have  time  in  our  nation’s  history.’’ 
heard  the  trumpet.  We  have  “Help  them  always  to  see  the 
changed  the  guard.  And  now,  each  office  to  which  they  have  been 
in  our  own  way  and  with  God’s  elected  as  a  sacred  trust  from  you,” 
help,  we  must  answer  the  call.”  Graham  prayed.  May  the  new 
Echoing  frequent  campaign  president  “know  that  he  is  never 
themes,  Clinton  called  for  invest-  really  alone,  but  that  the  eternal 
ing  in  people,  cutting  the  debt,  and  God  can  be  his  refuge,  and  he  can 
not  expecting  something  in  return,  turn  to  you  in  every  circumstance. 

“We  must  do  what  America  does  Give  him  the  wisdom  you  have 
best  —  offer  opportunity  to  all  and  promised  to  those  who  ask  and  the 
to  preserve  the  very  foundations  of  demand  more  responsibility  from  strength  you  alone  can  give." 
our  nation,  we  would  need  dramat-  all,”  he  said.  .  He  also  asked  “that  the  memory 

ic  change  from  time  to  time,”  Clin-  “It  is  time  to  break  the  bad  habit  of  this  event  always  remind  us  to 
too  said.  “Well,  my  fellow  Ameri-  of  expecting  something  for  noth-  pray  for  our  leaders.” 
cans,  thiS"is  our  time.  Let  us  ing.’nom  our  government  or  from  Graham,  who  was  participating 
embrace  it”  each  other.”  in  inauguration  activities  for  the 

“In  serving  we  recognize  a  sim-  A  changed  America  also  must  sixth  time,  had  been  asked  by 
pie  but  powerful  truth:  We  need  meet  the  challenge  of  an  unstable  some  pro-life  activists  not  to  pray 
each  other,  and  we  must  care  for  international  climate,  Clinton  said,  at  the  ceremony  because  of  Clin- 
one  another,”  Clinton  said.  “Clearly,  America  must  continue  ton’s  positions  on  abortion  and 

As  America  stands  on  the  verge  to  lead  the  world  we  did  so  much  homosexual  rights, 
of  the  21st  century,  he  said,  “let  us  to  make,”  he  said.  Graham  also  delivered  the  bene- 

begin  anew  with  energy  and  hope,  “When  our  vital  interests  are  diction,  which  came  shortly  after 
with  faith  and  discipline,  and  let  us  challenged  or  the  will  and  con-  poet  Maya  Angelou,  in  a  poem 
work  until  our  work  is  done.  science  of  the  international  com-  commissioned  by  Clinton,  men- 

’The  Scripture  says,  ‘And  let  us  m unity  is  defied,  we  will  act,  with  booed  “The  Gay,  the  Straight,  the 
not  be  weary  in  well  doing;  for  in  peaceful  diplomacy  whenever  pos-  Preacher’’  in  one  line  of  a  list  of  20 
due  season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  sible,  with  force  when  necessary,”  groups  comprising  America’s 
faint  not,’”  Clinton  said,  quoting  Clinton  said,  signaling  again  his  diverse  society. 

Galatians  6:9.  annarent  willingness  to  act  militar-  The  Clinton  and  Gore  families 


mittees  are  allowed  to  vote. 

Meeting  times  for  the  new  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  determined  by  mem¬ 
bers. 

In  other  business,  the  Executive 
Committee,  meeting  at  the  Clarke 
property  last  week,  approved  two 
new  board  members,  authorized 
purchase  of  new  mail  room  equip¬ 
ment  for  the  Baptist  Building,  and 
approved  re-roofing  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  home  at  Clarke.  New  board 
members  are  Kermit  McGregor, 
replacing  Earl  Suber,  and  Dennis 
McKay,  replacing  Doyle  Cum¬ 
mings.  Both  resigning  members 
moved  to  other  counties,  making 
them  ineligible. 

The  mail  room  equipment  con¬ 
sists  of  a  Friden  3C  Mailing 
Machine  and  a  UPS  Manifest  with 
postal  accounting,  for  a  cost  of 
>17,425,  including  tax.  A  new  roof 
for  the  president’s  home  at  Clarke 
will  cost  up  to  $3,060. 

Nicholas  is  director,  Office  of 
Communication,  MBCB. 


stealth  of  RU  486  makes  it  more 
pernicious  and  the  evil  it  brings 
more  heinous.  If  the  ban  is  lifted, 
the  president  of  the  world’s  great¬ 
est  nation  will  be  an  accomplice  in 
the  death  of  millions  of  unborn 
babies. 

“RU  486  and  the  necessary 
prostaglandin  therapy  is  not  as  safe 
and  painless  as  we  have  been  led 
tor  believe.  The  purveyors  of  this 
‘human  pesticide’  are.  through 
their  own  economic  self-interest, 
manipulating  the  American  public. 
As  the  public  policy  and  ethics 
agency  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  the  Christian  Life 
Commission  will  vigorously 
oppose  the  introduction  of  this 
‘death  by  prescription’  into  our 
country  with  all  the  means  at  our 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)693-4451. 


Groups  for  their  program.  Dates 
available  are  June  12  to  August 
14.  Potential  mission  points 
include  both  Resort  and  Inner-city 
sites.  For  more  information,  call 
(205)861-5124. 


HELP  WANTED:  Companion  for 
95-year-old,  84-pound  lady  — 
good  health,  medication  aspirin, 
disposition  considerate.  Compen¬ 
sation  room-and-board,  plus 
salary.  Write  E.R.  Willis.  P.O.  Box 
556,  Clinton,  MS  39056. 


MORGANTOWN  BAPTIST 

CHURCH,  Natchez,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  music  and  youth  staff 
person.  Resumes  should  be  sent 
to  Search  Committee.  Morgan¬ 
town  Baptist  Church.  2164  Sec¬ 
ond  St.,  Natchez.  MS  39120; 
phone  (601)  442-2793.  Pastor  is 
Dr.  James  Walters. 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 

We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  sM>nth. 


POSITION  OPEN  Minister  of  Edu¬ 
cation.  Parkview  Baptist,  one  of 
the  leading  churches  in  Louisiana, 
is  seeking  an  experienced  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Education.  Candidates  must 
have  had  at  least  five  years  in  a 
medium  to  large  church  with  total 
koucanona)  MesponsiDiiines  tot  an 
age  levels  and  be  innovative  in 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS- Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


full-time  church  secretary.  PC 
experience  preferred.  Send 
resume  to  C.L.  Watkins,  540 
Pemberton  Dr.,  Pearl,  MS  39208. 


current  attendance  level  is 
approximately  1,100.  Send 
resume  to  Parkview  Baptist 
Church.  Education  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  11798  Jefferson  Hwy., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816. 


We  are  now  booking 
reservations  for  van  and  car  rentals 


MINISTER  OF  MU8IC  AND 

YOUTH:  Full-time  employment, 
great  opportunity.  If  interested, 
send  resume  to  Boca  Glades 
Baptist  Church.  10101  Oriole 
Country  Rd.,  Boca  Raton.  FL 
33428;  (407)  4834228 


ADOPTION:  Creative,  fun-loving 
couple  longing  to  adopt  an  infant. 
We'll  provide  a  secure,  happy 
home,  and  a  bright  future  for  your 
precious  baby.  Please  call  Jan 
and  Michael  collect  (802)  235- 
2312. 


Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)684-2900  1-800-748-8681 


THE  DAUPHM  BLAND  Summer 
Missions  Program  is  in  need  of 
You#i  or  Adult  Summer  Mission 
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Working  together 


Bible  Book 

The  lament  of  loneliness 


Life  and  Work 

Facing  difficult  tests 


By  Chuck  Pourdau 
Ephesians  4:1-16 


By  Guy  A.  Hughes 
Psalms  42, 51, 123 


A  man  who  spent  97  days  stranded  on  a  raft  in  the  middle 
of  the  Atlantic  recently  commented  on  his  ordeal.  “When 
you  are  alone,”  he  said,  “hungry  and  thirsty  for  that  length 
of  time  and  under  such  conditions,  you  quickly  learn  just 
how  trivial  are  most  of  the  things  we  spend  our  time  and 
energy  upon.  I  found  out  quickly,  while  on  the  edge  of  sur¬ 
vival,  the  truly  important  things  in  life  are  not  those  you 
can  see  or  touch.” 

The  first  thing  God  called  “not  good”  was  man’s  loneli¬ 
ness  (Gen.  2:18).  God  created  man  with  a  need  for  compan¬ 
ionship.  God’s  greatest  desire  is  for  us  to  fellowship  with 

him 

Thirst  for  the  presence  of  God  (Psalm  42:1-3).  The 
psalmist  compared  his  desire  to  be  near  God  with  the  need 
a  deer  has  for  drinking  water.  Hunger  and  thirst  are  two  of 
the  most  powerful  urges  known  to  living  things.  Jesus  uses 
both  words  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  to  describe  attri¬ 
butes  of  his  disciples.  He  said,  “Blessed  are  those  who 
hunger  and  thirst  for  righteousness  for  they  will  be  filled” 
(Matt.  5:6).  When  a  deer  is  thirsty,  he  looks  for  a  river. 
When  a  person  is  thirsty  for  righteousness  he  looks  for 
God.  He  does  not  wait  for  God  to  look  for  him. 

Verse  3  is  a  cry  of  despair.  The  psalmist  was  facing  a  trial 
which  affected  his  appetite.  To  make  matters  worse,  ene¬ 
mies  surrounded-him  to  taunt  him  with  the  doubter’s  ques¬ 
tion:  “Where  is  your  God?”  He  felt  separated  from  God 
because,  for  some  unknown  reason,  he  was  no  longer  able 
to  attend  the  “procession  to  the  house  of  God”  (v.  4).  His 
absence  from  worship  caused  him  heartache.  How  nniiirp 
many  today,  whose  actions  say,  “As  a  deer  pants  for  the 
water  from  a  brook,  so  my  soul  pants  for  more  money  and 
earthly  pleasure.”  Little  thought  is  given  to  go  along  in  the 
“procession  to  die  house  of  God.”  Worship  is  insignificant 
to  those  in  love  with  the  world. 

A  song  and  hope  in  the  midst  of  despair  (Psalm  42:7- 
11).  In  verses  5  and  1 1,  the  writer  asks  himself  a  probing 


The  path  of  obedience  is  not  always  an  easy  path.  We  are 
never  secure  from  trials.  Every  test  we  face  tends  to  show 
the  disposition  of  the  heart.  In  this  lesson  we  can  see  the 
disposition  of  Abraham's  heart  concerning  his  son  Isaac. 
God  gave  Abraham  a  test,  not  to  trip  him  and  watch  him 
fall,  but  to  deepen  his  capacity  for  obedience  and  develop 
his  character. 

God  tests  Abraham  (vv.  1-2).  At  last  God’s  promise  is 
fulfilled.  Sarah  conceived  and  bore  to  Abraham  a  son 
named  Isaac.  There  was  never  a  son  more  welcomed,  nor  a 
father  with  greater  pride  in  his  son.  Now  came  the  greatest 
trial  and  test  of  Abraham’s  faith.  God  commanded  Abra¬ 
ham  to  take  Isaac,  his  only  son  upon  whom  so  much 
depended,  and  to  offer  him  in  sacrifice.  To  sacrifice  Isaac 
would  be  to  give  up  Abraham’s  present  and  future.  There 
could  be  no  more  complete  test  of  devotion  to  God  than  for 
Abraham  to  sacrifice  his  beloved  son  as  a  burnt  offering. 

No  greater  challenge  to  the  patriarch’s  willingness  to  obey 
God  could  be  imagined. 

Abraham  takes  Isaac  on  the  journey  (vv.  3, 8).  The 
determination  of  Abraham  to  obey  God’s  command  is 
clearly  stated  in  these  verses,  although  not  a  word  is  spoken 
about  the  anguish  of  his  soul  as  he  journeys  with  his  son 
toward  the  place  of  sacrifice.  We  can  only  guess  how  heavy 
Abraham’s  heart  was  as  he  traveled  three  days  with  Tsaqr 
toward  a  place  and  a  time  of  destiny.  However,  God’s  com¬ 
mands  are  not  to  be  questioned,  but  executed. 

Abraham  went  to  Mount  Moriah  with  the  foil  intention  of 
sacrificing  his  son  as  a  burnt  offering  to  God.  In  his  heart, 
he  had  already  made  the  complete  commitment  of  his  son. 
Having  a  priority  commitment  to  God  means  undertaking 
every  task  be  assigns  and  trusting  him  to  provide  the  means 
for  accomplishing  the  task.  Abraham  did  not  know  that 
Isaac  would  be  spared,  but  be  had  the  faith  to  believe  that 
God  would  provide  whatever  was  necessary  in  his  own  way 
and  time. 

Abraham  prepares  to  sacrifice  Isaac  (w.  9-10).  Every¬ 
thing  was  in  place  on  the  altar.  The  lad  of  promise  was 
hound  and  laid  on  the  wood.  Isaac’s  submission  to  this  act 
is  best  explained  as  an  act  of  confidence  in  his  father,  built 
on  complete  understanding  and  deep  love.  The  fire  was 
ready.  The  sharp  knife  was  lifted  high.  God  knew  that  the 
hand  that  had  the  courage  to  pick  up  the  knife  would  not 
have  hesitated  to  perform  the  sacrifice.  Abraham ’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  God  meant  placing  devotion  to  him  above  his  most 
treasured  human  relationship.  God  calls  us  to  part  with  an 
Isaac  sometimes,  and  we  must  do  it  with  a  complete  sub¬ 
mission  to  his  holy  will. 

-  God  prevents  Isaac's  death  (w.  11-12).  Suddenly  the 
voice  from  heaven  broke  the  stillness.  God  commanded 
Abraham  to  lay  aside  the  knife,  loose  the  boy,  and  bring  the 
ram  from  the  thicket.  Abraham  was  blessed  for  his  unlimit¬ 
ed  devotion.  God  wants  his  people  to  be  willing  to  sacrifice 
anything  for  him,  but  he  does  not  require  his  people  actual¬ 
ly  to  follow  through  with  every  sacrifice.  Abraham  had 
already  sacrificed  Isaac  in  effect;  God  restrained  him  from 
doing  so  in  fact. 

Abraham  commemorates  God's  provision  (▼.  14). 
Abraham  gave  a  new  name  to  that  place  of  sacrifice,  “ Jeho¬ 
vah- jireh,”  or  “the  Lord  will  provide.”  This  is  to  be  an 
encouragement  to  all  believers,  to  the  end  of  the  world,  to 
cheerfully  trust  in  God,  and  ob^y  him. 

Nowhere  is  there  lobe  found  a  more  touching  story  than 
this  account  of  the  a^d  father’s  struggle  between  obedi¬ 
ence  to  God  and  love  for  his  son.  This  great  man  of  God 
proved  his  faith,  his  Beloved  son  was  spared,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  thereafter  God  renewed  his  covenant  promises  to  him. 
The  story  that  began  with  threatened  tragedy  ends  in  a 


take  seriously  their  conduct  in  foe  world  and  their  love  for 
each  other. 

Working  together  is  a  result  of  the  unity  through 
Christ  Jesus  (w.  4-6).  The  key  to  these  verses  is  foe  repe¬ 
tition  of  foe  word  one.  Paul  underscores  what  believers 
have  in  common.  He  taught  the  Ephesians  what  they  had  in 
common  was  much  more  important  than  their  differences. 
Focusing  on  their  unity  was  important  in  working  together. 

In  every  church  there  is  diversity,  essential  to  the  work  of 
the  ministry.  Unity  in  diversity  makes  it  possible  for  believ¬ 
ers  to  work  together  toward  a  common  goal.  Churches  are 
split  when  minor  points  of  diversity  take  precedence  over 
major  points  of  unity.  Our  Lord  is  foe  glue  that  bonds 
together  so  many  diverse  believers  into  unity  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

Every  Christian  is  a  minister  of  the  church  (w.  7-12). 
Paul  points  out  that  each  believer  is  given  a  gift  through  the 
grace  of  God.  God  saves  no  one  to  sit  on  foe  sidelines  All 
are  called  to  minister  by  utilizing  the  gifts  God  has  granted 
them.  Paul  also  teaches  each  and  every  believer  is  gifted,  so 
no  one  can  claim  foe  lack  of  a  gift  as  an  excuse  to  get  out  of 
serving  foe  Lord. 

to  verses  11-12  Paul  mentions  some  specific  leadership 
positions  in  foe  church.  This  is  not  an  exhaustive  list  of 
gifts.  It  is  a  focus  on  the  equipping  gifts.  Verses  1  lb-12  say 


question:  “Why  are  you  in  despair,  O  my  soul?”  Separation 
from  the  presence  of  God  leads  to  spiritual  depression  and 
loneliness.  The  only  solution  for  such  despondency  is  to 
examine  the  state  of  our  souls.  Doubt  in  God’s  love,  good¬ 
ness,  and  mercy  leads  to  futile  despair.  We  need  to  remind 
ourselves  the  Lord  commends  his  love  to  us-day  and  night! 
He  that  watches  over  us  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps.  His 
presence  is  always  with  us  even  in  the  darkest  nights  and 
harshest  trials.  Our  song  should  be  a  melody  of  faith.  He 
who  comes  to  God  must  believe  that  He  is,  and  that  He  is  a 
rewarder  of  those  who  diligently  seek  him  (Hebrews  1 1:6). 

Loneliness  caused  by  sin  (Psalm  51:l-4a).  The  setting 
of  this  Psalm  is  2  Samuel  12:1-23.  David’s  sin  with 
Bafosbeba  and  his  part  in  the  murder  of  Uriah  was  over  a 
year  old.  So  easily,  this-“man  after  God’s  own  heart”  vio¬ 
lated  virtually  every  commandment  of  foe  law.  It  is  evident, 
in  this  passage  and  others,  David’s  private  guilt  was  heavy. 
How  lonely  be  must  have  felt  to  carry  such  guilt  and 
shame!  Yet,  he  had  to  be  publicly  rebuked  before  he  would 
publicly  acknowledge  his  sin.  His  extensive  use  of  “me” 
and  “my”  illustrates  the  depth  of  his  new-found  humility. 
He  knew  the  stains  of  sin  are  so  deep  only  God  can  cleanse. 

Aery  for  mercy  (Psalm  123:1-4).  Where  can  lonely 
eyes  look  when  foe  ravages  of  sin  and  suffering  threaten  to 
separate  us  from  the  peace  Christ  tup  for  us?  May  our  eyes 
look  to  the  Lord  our  God,  who  is  “enthroned  in  the  heav- 


perfect  oneness  between  the  heart  of  God  and  the  heart  of 
man.  When  God’s  people  demonstrate  willingness  to  obey 
him  whatever  the  cost,  God  provides  a  way  for  the  difficult 
tests  of  faith  to  be  met. 

May  we  be  steadfast  in  our  commitment  to  God  even 
when  our  faith  is  severely  tested.  May  we  know  that  God  is 
in  charge,  that  our  times  are  in  his  good  hands. 

Bum Hi  is  a  member  of  First,  Brandon. 


“Storying”  effort  is  key  to 
evangelism  in  Tanzania 


RELIGION  IN  REVIEW  1992:  A  LIGHT  IN  THE  DARKNESS  — 

OPERATION  RESTORE  HOPE:  Darkness  gripped  Somalia  in  1992,  »  Craig  Bird 

as  violent  exchanges  between  rival  warlords  prevented  badly  needed  food 

and  medicine  from  reaching  suffering  people.  Over  300,000  Solalis  died  MBEYA,  Tanzania  (BP)  —  motion  for  Tanzanian  Baptists.  nature  and  character  of  God. 

in  the  famine  before  a  UN.  force,  led  by  28,000  US.  troops,  launched  a  Edina  Donard  doesn’t  know  Eardensohn  attended  a  “story-  After  each  session  the  class  is 

" humanitarian  invasion”  of  Somalia,  to  create  a  peaceful  climate  for  much  about  missiological  strate-  ing”  conference  sponsored  by  the  asked  which  of  the  six  listed 

relief  work.  Food  and  medicine,  including  millions  of  dollars  in  relief  aid  gy  and  innovative  evangelism  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1991.  attributes  of  God  was  obvious  in 

from  Christian  agencies  in  the  West,  can  now  be  delivered  in  Somalia,  but  techniques.  It  focused  on  Biblical  story-  the  story.  “There  are  so  many 

most  of  it  will  flow  through  non-church  relief  agencies  because  of  reli-  She  just  knows  her  father  telling  to  present  the  Christian  false  assumptions  about  God,” 
gious  intolerance  in  the  staunchly  Muslim  country.  Still,  where  peace  is  became  a  Christian  because  he  message  to  semiliterate  people.  Eardensohn  explained.  “We’re 
restored  and  the  hungry  are  fed,  there  are  bound  to  be  opportunities  for  heard  the  story  of  Jesus  Christ.  Eardensohn  also  saw  it  as  a  way  hoping  some  of  the  misconcep- 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  His  bread  of  life.  Fourteen- year- old  Edina  was  to  help  missionaries  accomplish  tions  will  be  eroded  as  people 

A  QUIET  YEAR  FOR  EVANGELISTS:  While  1992  may  have  been  a  among  the  first  Tanzanians  to  their  Bible- teaching  goals.  discover  for  themselves  who  God 

big  year  for  evangelism  around  the  world,  it  was  a  quiet  year  for  many  respond  to  an  effort  to  communi-  A  two-year  nationwide  Sunday  is.” 

big-name  evangelists  in  the  US.  Billy  Graham  had  a  big  year,  bringing  cate  the  Christian  gospel  to  semi-  school  emphasis  —  “Knowing  3.  The  program  has  made  print- 

the  gospel  to  Korea,  the  Pacific  Northwest,  Philadelphia,  and  Moscow.  In  literate  and  nonliterate  societies  God  Through  Knowing  His  ed  Bibles  easily  available  to  both 
his  first  stadium  crusade  ever  in  Moscow,  the  evangelist  drew  record  by  “storying.”  Word,  The  Bible”  —  eventually  church  members  and  unchurched 

crowds  of  45,000  nightly,  of  whom  some  14,000  responded  to  his  nightly  She  ran  home  each  week  after  developed.  people.  “Through  the  generosity 

invitation  to  receive  Christ.  Graham  insisted  he  has  no  plans  to  retire,  Sunday  school  to  retell  the  day’s  Utungule.Usongwe  Baptist  of  Southern  Baptists  we’ve 

though  he  has  been  diagnosed  with  Parkinson’s  disease.  Luis  Palau  led  a  Bible  story  to  her  parents.  Final-  Church  in  Mbeya  “was  the  ideal  bought  50,000  Swahili-language 
crusade  in  Mexico,  during  which  some  lOfiOO  people  made  decisions  for  ly  she  asked  missionary  Pauline  place  to  try  out  the  emphasis,”  Bibles  and  made  them  available 
Christ.  The  Argentine-born  evangelist  addressed  some  425,000  Mexicans  Eardensohn  to  come  with  her.  Eardensohn  said.  So  Mrs.  Ear-  through  the  churches  at  a  greatly 
at  a  closing  rally  and  march,  an  event  made  possible  by  changes  ift  the  Primed  by  the  Bible  stories,  the  densohn  started  “storying”  reduced  price,”  he  added.  “We 
Mexican  constitution  which  made  all  religious  groups  equal  under  the  parents  welcomed  Mrs.  Earden-  through  the  Old  Testament  with  also  encourage  Christians  to  buy 
law.  ending  the  domination  of  the  Catholic  church.  But  while  other  evan-  sohn  and  promised  to  come  to  a  women’s  group  on  Wednesday  a  gift  Bible  for  an  unchurched 
gelists  have  dominated  the  religion  news  in  past  years  with  sex  and  money  Utungule  Usongwe  Baptist  afternoons  and  with  a  children’s  neighbor  or  friend  and  invite  him 
scandals,  things  were  pretty  quiet  on  that  front  in  1992.  Jimmy  Swaggart  Church,  a  1-year-old  mission  class  on  Sunday  mornings.  or  her  to  join  a  Bible  study 

Bible  College  and  Seminary  quietly  changed  its  name  to  World  Evange-  where  missionaries  field  tested  The  primary  evangelism 
lism  Bible  College  and  Seminary,  to  distance  itself  from  its  scandal-  the  “storying”  idea  in  Tanzania.  emphasis  was  buttressed  by  three 

plagued  founder.  The  State  of  Texas  began  quietly  investigating  Robert  Two  weeks  later  Edina’s  father  other  benefits: 

Tilton.  Oral  Roberts  quietly  closed  the  “City  of  Faith”  medical  center,  asked  to  be  baptized  as  a  new  1.  Because  the  program  also  ciations  representing  about  half 

which  he  had  once  claimed  would  find  a  cure  for  cancer.  Televangelist  Christian.  includes  memorizing  the  books  of  the  Baptist  churches  in  Tanza- 

Morris  Cerullo,  who  quietly  bought  his  way  into  PTL  after  the  1987  scan-  “This  is  one  example  of-  the  of  the  Bible,  adults  as  well  as  nia  had  been  trained  in  storying. 

dal,  was  quietly  bought  out  by  his  partners,  who  objected  to  his  use  of  the  great  things  God  is  doing  children  responded  to  the  chal-  Planners  hope  by  1994  Sunday 
theme  park  as  a  fund-raiser  for  his  ministry.  Bankruptcy  court  quietly  through  the  nationwide  emphasis  lenge.  Mrs.  Eardensohn  plans  to  School  enrollment  in  Tanzania 
closed  the  books  on  PTL,  paying  $49  million  on  its  $130  million  debt  to  on  chronological  Bible  storying,”  build  on  that  interest  to  begin  lit-  Baptist  churches  will  nearly  dou- 
creditors,  and  giving  the  ministry’s  “ lifetime  partners ”  nothing.  PTL  said  missionary  Bill  Eardensohn,  eracy  classes.  ble  to  50,000. 

founder  Jim  Bakker's  year  hit  a  low  point  as  he  was  divorced  by  wife  director  of  Sunday  School  pro-  2.  People  learn  about  the  Bird  writes  for  FMB. 

Tammy  Faye,  but  things  were  looking  up  by  year’s  end,  as  a  federal  judge  —  .  1  1 

knocked  10  years  off  of  his  sentence,  making  him  eligible  for  parole  in  |\/I  rtTVI  AT  A  I  O  KqTYI  O  AnQ  YTDT*Kq  A  ITT 

1993.  Pat  Robertson  didn't  run  for  president  in  1992,  but  he  did  almost  JlYJLvJxxx  v/1  IxlClIL/dlllCl  U  LLdl  LU  X  UClV/IV 
buy  United  Press  International.  The  religious  broadcaster  bid  $6  million 

for  the  ailing  communications  giant,  then  decided  not  to  buy  it  after  get-  •  J  _£*  J  •  i 

B} Doug  is  proudest  ot  tier  sons  witness 


Three  months  into  the  empha 


GIFTS  TO  HOME  MISSIONS  OFFERING  SET  RECORD:  BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  Miami  team  in  the  Sugar  Bowl,  30  minutes  for  prayer  and  Bible 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Gifts  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  Alabama  and  Auburn  football  is  but  he  said  he  saw  another  side  of  study.  This  has  helped  our  game. 
Home  Missions  set  a  record  last  year  by  exceeding  $37  million.  Gifts  about  to  get  more  complicated  —  some  of  the  Miami  players  at  a  The  emotional  part  dies  out.  but 
totaled  $37.61  million,  according  to  the  year-end,  unaudited  report.  The  if  possible  —  and  Samford  Uni-  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  the  spiritual  part  gets  us  through.” 
1992  gifts  were  up  5.89%  from  the  1991  total  of  $35.52  million.  “I  am  versity  football  secretary  Barbara  breakfast  “You  could  tell  there  Of  all  her  son’s  accomplish- 
thnlled  and  delighted  with  the  record-breaking  report,"  said  Larry  L.  Barker  finds  herself  the  person  in  was  something  different  about  meals,  his  mother  is  proudest  of 
Lewis,  Home  Mission  Boardpresident.  The  1992  gifts  reached  91.74%  of  the  middle.  them.”  he  said  of  Michael  Bar-  his  “Christian  witness.”  His  auto- 

the  $41  million  goal.  The  1993  goal  is  $38  million.  Money  received  over  On  one  hand,  her  boss  for  the  rows,  Darrin  Smith,  and  others  graph  invariably  includes  one  of 

the  goal  will  be  used  to  start  churches.  All  offering  receipts  are  spent  on  past  five  years,  Terry  Bowden,  for-  who  gave  their  testimonies.  two  Bible  verses  —  Romans  8:28 

the  mission  field.  Annie  Armstrong  gifts  account  for  47%  of  the  Home  mer  coach  at  the  Baptist  college  in  At  Alabama,  which  has  a  strong  or  Philippians  4:13  —  and  young 
Mission  Board’s  1993  budget,  Kelley  said.  Cooperative  Program  receipts  Birmingham,  took  the  Auburn  FCA  chapter  with  125  or  so  ath-  autograph  seekers  look  the  verses 
are  36%  of  the  budget.  head  coaching  job  in  December  in  letes  from  all  sports  attending  each 

a  lightning-quick  coaching  change  week,  Barker  said  he  tries  to  avoid 
FELLOWSHIP  FUNDS  UP  62%  IN  1992 :  ATLANTA  (ABP)  —  Con-  that  made  it  hard  for  him  to  say  a  “hoiier-than-thou”  image. 
tributions  to  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  totaled  $7.3  million  in  formal  goodbyes  to  his  Samford  “We  try  to  relate  to  non-Chris- 
1992  —  a  62%  increase  over  the  previous  year.  A  record  month  of  contri-  staff.  1  tians  and  not  be  so  overbearing,” 

buttons  in  December  boosted  the  Fellowship  well  over  its  own  income  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  her  he  said.  “We  try  to  get  them  to 
projection  of  $6.5  million  for  the  year,  according  to  preliminary  year-end  son.  Jay,  the  quarterback  of  Alaba-  come  to  our  meetings  and  not  to 
figures  from  the  Atlanta-based  group.  The  two-year-old  organization  of  ma’s  national  championship  team.  push  religion  on  them,  but  to  show 
Southern  Baptist  moderates  took  in  $7  J  25  $02  in  1992,  compared  to  “The  day  after  the  championship  them  through  our  actions.  We’re 
$4 ,53 5 J>07  in  1991 .  December  was  the  Fellowship’s  first  million-dollar  game,  Terry  called  to  congratulate  not  perfect,  but  we  are  trying  to  be 
month.  Contributions  totaled  $) 334,453  —  more  than  any  month  on  rec-  Jay,  and  then  he  said,  ‘We  go  to  more  and  more  perfect  in  the 
ord.  The  December  total  was  29%  higher  than  the  previous  record,  last  war  now,’”  Barbara  recounted,  image  of  Christ  The  only  thing  we 
December's  $747,267  In  1991,  76%  of  the  money  contributed  through  the  The  Barkers  are  actively  involved  have  that  they  don’t  have  is  the 
Fellowship  went  to  traditional  Southern  Baptist  causes  on  the  state  and  at  First  Church  in  Tnissville  —  forgiveness  and  the  hope  of  Christ 
national  level.  That  percentage  fell  to  56%  in  1992,  leaving  more  money  Barbara,  her  husband,  Jerome,  Jay,  in  our  lives.” 
for  Fellowship  projects.  Although  the  Fellowship’s  budget  is  tiny  by  com-  and  his  sister,  Andrea,  a  Samford  Barker  said  his  own  faith  has 
parison.  the  drop  in  SBC  funding  could  fuel  criticism  from  Southern  Bap-  graduate.  “But  we  will  still  be  helped  him  weather  the  tides  of 
fist  leaders  that  the  Fellowship  is  draining  funds  from  SBC  coffers.  close.  We  can  talk  about  every-  excessive  praise  and  criticism  that 
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